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ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
Tihe COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. At. Drew) 13.11l]: It is my intention
to move that the House adjourn until
to-morrow. Before doing so 'I wish to
explain my reasons. Last Friday, realis-
iw that there would be very little busi-

ness to do to-day, and in consequence of
an arrangement made with some country
imcmbers, . decided to notify members
generally throughi the Press that no busi-
ness would be taken to-day, that we would
sit to-morrow. 1 dlid this purely for
(lie purpose of meeting the convenience
of those in thie country wvho would have
had to come down in order to do business
Pxtending, perhaps, over a quarter of an
hour. I beg to mov-

That the House at
util to-mnorrow.

its rising adjourn

Question passed.

House adjourned at 3.18 p.m.

1Lc0518tvc Essc Lily,
'Tuesday, 161h Not ember, 1915.

Papers presented
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Crops .. .. .. .. .. ..
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Tile SPEAKER took the Chair at 3.0
p-rn., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Mlinister for Water Supply:

Regulations uinder the Righlts in Water
and'-rrigation Att, 1914.

By the Attorney General: Balance-
sheet nd profit and loss account of the
State hotels for the year ended 30th
June, 1915.

QU ESTION-INOL'STRIES ASSIST-
ANCE: DISPOSAL OF CROPS.

'Mr. FOLEY (for Mr. Heitmann)
asked the Al mnister for Agriculture: 1,
Are the farmers, having accounts with
thle 1]du1stries Assistance Board, to be
forced to dispose of their harvest before
31st December, as per circular sent out?
2,1 What will be the position of those
who desire to sell only sufficient to meet
their accounts? 3, What is to be the
g;eneral Line of action by the board as to
the disposal of the wheat of the farmers
owing accounts to the board?

The MIN1\ISTER FOR AGRICTJL-
'CURE replied: 1, No. They will have a
free hand to sell up to 31st December,
1915. After that date if thiey have not
sold, the Industries Assistance Board
mnny exercise its right to sell if it wishes.
2, Assuming the word "Accounts"' means
advances made by the Industries Assist-
nce Board, the farmer will be permitted
to redeem his securities on payment of
his indebtedness to the board supported
by consent of his creditors. 3, Farmers
will be allowed to deliver their wheat in
accordance with the terms of the arrange-
ment laid down by the Federal Govern-
mleat, the details of which are not yet
available.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 191.5-16.

in Committee.

Resumed from the 2nd November; Mr.
Holmuan in the Chain.

Vote-Other Undertakings, f£168,044:
Item-AgricultUral Implement Works

Z'oundry, Meter and General Work-
shops, £6,55-5.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Will the
Minister for Works inform us on what;
lie proposes to expend the £2,00. There
is a liability of £4,555 which has to he
recouped to -Loan Suspense Account. I
have a rooted objection to spending an-
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other penny on these works at Rocky
Bay, and in this I think I can claim the
support of the Mlinister. The works have
Assumed gigan tic pi-oporli bs; they have
been allowed to expand from time to
lime, and they are now absolutely beyond
control. We know the3' have been, and
are to-day, losing money. The object of
the Government at the lime the works
were started was to endeavour to take
charge of the whole of the outside en-
,gineering works in the Stale. They were
ging to manufacture water meters, and

accordingly Altered the designation of the
works. I think they have not started
on the water meter racket; if they have
I believe it has been suchl a fiasco that
they are giving the work to the various
factories which were previously manui-
facturing them. Not another penny
should be spent on these works until the
whole place has been cleaned out and
put on a proper footing. I hope the
Minister will be successful in thie task hie
has undertaken; but I have my doubts.

The MINTS TERl FOR WORKS:. So
that there shall be no doubt in the lion.
member's mind in regard to starting
meter works, I move an Amendment-

That the word "meter" be 5truck
out.

Hfon. Frank Wilson: You are not
going to build theme

The MIINISTERI FORl WORKS: No,
the word should not appear on the Esti-
mates.

The Premier: It was copied from last
year.

We MINISTER FOR WO7RKS: The
£2,000 has already been expended. We
had to pay to"- a hoist, a boiler, and other
necessary Additions to enable the works
to be carried on.

Ron. Frank Wilcon: This is the hoist
which was lying idle.

The INI.STER FOR WORKS: It
was lying idle for a long time, hut I do
not knew that it is idle at present. I Am
Partially in arro,-d with the hon. mem-
ber, but I do nlot Fay we should not spend
another peny oil the works. I am of
opinion that it is necessary to have ma-
chinerv more t.s- ecially to manufacture
implements.

Hon. Frank WAuilson. You will never
manufacture Agricultural implements
there satisfactorily.

The IMINISTFR FOR. WORKS : I
differ from the hon. member.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- You will have
to alter Your methods altogether.

The MtINiSTER FOR 'WORKS: It is
possible the engineering works might he
kept somewhat separate from tile imnple-
ment works. Even at present there are
different rates of pay. A week or two
ago I visited the works and formed the
opinion that extensions have been made
in directions wherc the work should have
been curtailed. There are other directions
in which money could have been ex-
pended to provide, necessary machinery
and obviate hand work.

Mr. Willmott: Quite right. You have
a man hiand-planing there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A
large quantity of galvanised iron is used
and there were no shears in the place.
There were shears in the old harbour
workshops but only a part of them could
he found at the implement works. If it
is desired to cut a strip off a 6ft. sheet
of ir-on, a man and a boy are necessary
to push it through 4in. cutters. It is im-
possible to make the works pay uinder
such conditions. We are curtailing con-
siderably the work carried out at Roeky
Bay. Contracts have been entered into
and must be fulfilled, but at present we
are not tendering for outside work. I
have some figures which will show the
position, and though they prove to a cer-
tain extent A loss in connection with the
works, there has not been altogether a
loss to the State. Certain works have
been Parried out at a loss to the revenue,
but if proper prices had been charged..
the revenue would have Teceived a larger
amount from loan. We have been told
repeatedly that the Water Supply De-
partment would not give the implement
works jobs if the nrice happened to be a
shilling higher than an outside firm
offered; they would not give preference
in any way. There are some specials
being manufactured at £10 i15s. a Orn
against £0 14s. previously, and yet the
present price at the implement works is
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lower than the outside price. This refers
to pipes.

Mr. WVillmnott: Have you £2,000 worth
in stock there?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
am dealing with the prices charged.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How do you
kviow you can produce them for £10 15s.

The ITNISTER FOR WORKS: Thai
is the cost price since the new man took
charge. He is keeping costs which were
never kept previously.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are you selling
at cost price 9

The A.ITNISTER FOR WVORKS: lIn-
siruetiuns are being issuted that the Works
are not to make a profit out of what thecy
do for other departments. So long as
other departments are paying the act uni
cost of the works, that is considered quite
sufficient -for them to pay. There is an-
otlier pipe which is costing £10 1s. and
which previously cost £9 1s. 3d. Tn.
fact, in every instance there is a differ-
ence in the cost of from Ss. to LI1, This
shbows that the State has been receiving
goods at below the actual cost price, and
even the prices charged to-day are a shade
les thnn the prices charg-ed outside. T
hope that by having the Works placed on
a piroper basis, we shall be able to make
thenm a payable proposition. Hon, men'-
hers should not run away with the idea
that all the money we have been losing
has been lost on implements alone. The
loss last year was spread over the total
Amount r ecovered for implements alto-
gether; in fact, the total amount paid.
It is admitted that tbe implements are
costing too much, and that there is too
much hland work. Some of the things
are costing a shilling which should be
made for a penny.

Mr. Wiltmott: Are yvou allowing thle
present manager to have control of the
clerical staff?

The MIN'ISTER FOR WORKS: The
arrangement in that respect is the same
as it was before.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I hope the Mlin-
is;ter will see that machinery- that is
turned out is the best that can be turned
out for thle money. I think he will find

that they are not the most satisfactory
implements that are at present on the
market. It is important if a good class
of implement is to be turned out that
more up-to-date plant should be installed.

Trhe Minister for Works: The imple-
ments are all being thoroughly tested this.
year.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I hope the Min-
ister will look into the complaints which
have been made and will remove the
causes for them. It is very doubtful as
to whether the Works will be able to
make harvesters satisfactorily for many
years to come. We should have men at
he Works who understand the business.

Messrs. Massey-Harris spent thousands
of pounds in sending commissioners round
Australia seeking information upon a
simple implement like a plough, and to-
day they are able to turn out a satisfac-
tory article. I hope the Minister will he
careful to give good value for the money
paid by the farmer. It is not sufficient
to get an article at a low price if that
article is inferior. I venture to think
that when the harvest is reached this
season there will he many complaints
about the machinery which has been sent
out from the Implement Works. If these
complaints continue and the loss to the
State goes on-

The Minister for Works: There will be
a loss next year.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Then the Minis-
ter must expect to have a warm time of
it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have placed the Works in charge of a man
with a high reputation as a Government
olilcer, and I do not want the responsi-
bility for the present position at the
Works to be laid at his door, because hie
is not responsible for it. We are sgelling
machines to-day at a price which was fixed
some time ago and fulfilling orders which
were taken some time ago. When the
costs were taken out we found that the
mnachines were costing more money than
they were being sold for. When we dis-
covered this we immediately stopped tak-
ing any farther orders at th3e price, We
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were, of course . obliged to go on with
the orders which had been accepted.

Ron. J. 'Mitchell: What are Govern-
ment losing on their harvesters

The MiNI\1STER FOR WOR.KS: 1
could hardly be expected to give thie hon.
member the information liere. It is suffi-
cient to say that we are losing too
much. Material has gone up consid-
erably, and the fact that we have to buy
in Australia has increased the cost.

Amendment put and passed.
Item-State Steamers, 0145.,000.
Mr. ROBINSON: I have already ad-

dressed the H1ouse on this subject, duiring
the general debate on the Loan Estimiates.
On that occasion I gave niy views as lo
the law of ihe land relating -to the expen-
diture of loan moneys, the expenditure
of moneys generally, and the necessary
anthorisation which should be given be-
fore the moneys were expended. TPhe main
section of the Audit Act, to whichl I will
draw the attention of the Committee is
Section 58, -which says that it shall not
he lawful for the Treasurer to expend
any moneys standing to the credit of gen-
e-ral loan funds, except tinder the an-
thority of an Act. In answer to my ar-
gument, the Premier said, "Look at Sec-
tion 60.2' The answer to that is perfectly
simple. Section 60 is mnerely a machinery
section. After this House has voted or
authorised certain moneys the Governor's
powvers follow as a matter of course. For
any one to stand up in the House and
any that the Governor has power on Ithe
advice of his Ministers by warrant to
si away the finances of the country

without thie authority of Parliament
seems to me to be extraordinnryv. Accord-
ing to the law no money belong-ing to this
-eountry can be spent, and no money can
hbe borrowed, without the authority of
P"arliamrent. Once that authorityv is ob-
tained, the machinery section follows,
and on the advice of his Ministers the
Governor may sign his variouis wvarrants.

The Premier: What do yo-i propose to
do with your colleagues?

Mr. ROBINSON: I am dealing with
State -stenmert If it becomes necessary
to draJ -with 119' collagues; 1, will do so in

the same fashion. The law of the lanid
must be respected. 'To show the utter dis-
regard by the present Government for
thie law of the land, I would remind the
Commiltes that on the 5th August last
on the Address-in-Reply I took exception
to wrhat was a common rumour about
town, that thie Governiment were thinking
of puirchaising another steamer. In ans-
wer to ime the Premier said that the Gov-
ernient had gone beyond the stage of
thinking about the puirchase. 1 then made
another remark as to the Government
being unable to spenid this money with-
out I he authority of Parliament, and the
Honorary Mlinister made use of these
words, "'The business will be done in the
1' 511a way.''

Hon. R. ff. Underwood: So it has
been.

I-Ion. Frank Wilson : Thieir Lisual way.

Mlr. ROBINSON: If the Honorary
Y mnisimer voices the opinion that the bus-
tiiess has been clone in the usual way,
thlen the sooner the Government are taught
what the laws of the land are, the better
wilt it be for this country, TI criticising
the State steamers, T am not making any,
attack on the poiicy of the Government
quat Slate steamers. The remarks I have
to make are solely directed to the policy
of the Governmenit in spending money
wit bout thle ant hority of Parliament.
If a Government bring down, an ordinary
met ion for a State purchase, they arc
perfectly justified in spending the money.
Rut 1 will niot tolerate. and I ask 1h01.
miembiers on both sides not to tolerate,
one or two niembers of the Government
defying the law of the land and becom-
ing, as it were, diet ators. On the 30th
July' last a eablegrani was dlespatchedl by
the Government to the Agent Geiierat,
and in this connection I will ask lien.
members, to bear in mind the date when
the Premier told me tliat lie had donie
nmore thtan think of purchasing the Djiesel
Obi-thc 5117 A gust. lie had, in fact,
then purchlased the ship; but lie was not
mauly enoughb to stand uip in his place
oai that dlay and s;ay. "r have bought the
-hin 1.I HP merely' said, "I have done
more than think about it." . I understand
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11e ship is paid for anti has been taken
possession of' by the Government. On
thec 130th Jul tefoillow~ing cableg'rml
was sent to the Agent General byv the
Premnier:-

Referring to i-our cablegramh Of ih-e
20th. Please arrange for offer of ship
to he keotl open till the night of' the 41h
August this year.

There had been a previous offer, and this
ealvt~rami was a ret. lo keep tite offer
open. lDuriiig this periodl Parliament iva,
silting'

The Premnier: Do yoLI know of a single
instance in Australia generally or WVest-
ern Australia in particular where, while
Parlioment wvas sitting, a Loan Bill has
been brought down for the pimirposes of
one art only of thle Governmient?

Hon. Frank Wilson : Yes.
INr. ROBIN SON:- I ami not concerned

wvith that at all. On the 2nd August we
find another member of' the 2linistry
coming into thie business, the Colonial
Secretary, who goes through the files and
correspon den ve. reviews the whole posi-
tion, advises that thle ship be purchased,
and states various terms on which it
might be obtained. Onl the same day, the
2nd August, the matter comnes before
Cabinet, and there is a Cabinet minute-

Cabinet approves of the Hon. Mini-
ster's recommendation. (Initialled)
"'S.

Onl the .3rd August lte following cable-
gramn to thme Agent. General was prepared,
setting out the recommendation of thle
Colonial Secretary-

Diesel ship. Hare decided purchase
subject to finances being arranged on
one of time following bases. Acceptance
of' 4 per cent. inscribed stock at par or
at a discount equal to 41,' per cent. onl
nomninal value of stock, or eanl Von
arrange purchase as sugg.ested by Riles
by % insourance c oin palny advancing
money on issue of inscribed stock, term
20 years as suggested above. Stock to
bea issued to insurance company to. he
redeemed by' a 73s. jer cent.- sinking
fund in form of an endowment policy.
Suggest you obtain sinking fund
trustees to this special sinking hind.
Arraaes matters in conjunction Riles.

Satisfy yourself that price is bedrock.
When this; arranged satisfactorily, in
struet Riles take over ship if lie is abso-
ltely satistied after trials. Purchase
should provide Usual guarantee period
and bLuilders p~roide guarantee ship
staff. Regarding charter think Beth-
ell's offer lowv considering extremely
economical typev ship. Voyage should
be via Cape and ship mnugt leave with
full capacity bunker oil. If no chance
increase charter rate, accept same for
loading at approxirgnte dlate fixed by
Riles.

The point of time cableg-ram affecting& me
is; that tile Government had decided on
the purchase suibject to one of the schemes-
of pa -yment being adopted. The mes-
sage was approved by Cabinet on ilha
same day, ammA was accordingly des-
patched. Here we have on the 3rd Aug-
ust absolute authority given by the Gov-
erninent to the Agent General to close the
deal.

The Premier: No.
Mr. ROBINSON: I say yes, because

the first cableg-ain which 1 read asked
that the offer of the Diesel engine ship be
kept open Until the nighlt of the 4th Aug-
uist, and this later cablegram therefore
auttiorised the Agent General to close the
deal subject to his being able to finance
it in one of thle thiree ways mentioned.
If the Agent General had been pressed
on the subject, hie must hlave said to tile
Diesel people, " Very well, we buy.'"
There is not a word on the file showing-
when the Agent General p~urchased, He
may hmave purchased onl thle 4tfi Angust,
or not until later. I see by the file that
the finances were not arranged Until H.
later period, with which point I wvill deal
prczentv. I draw thle inference,. thle
proper inference, that u-len the offer was
extendeil to thme night of' the 4thL Auguist
and( the Agent General was instructed onl
thea :lrd August to purchase, he tmad a9
right to do so.

The Premier: What bearing has this
on Ilime legal1 Aspect

11r. BOB[NSON: From page 213 of thle
file I learn that the viewv that the Govern-
Tment were already committed to the pur-
chase is borne out by tbe fact that a
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further cablegramn was despatehed at tihe
instance of the Colonial Secretary, as Lot:
lows:

Information available here suggests
that the "talandia" is single screw. it'
so, is Biles quite satisfied in view of the
practice to give these ships twin
screws? if ally doubt, do not close
without further instructions.

This message shows conclusively that the
men who sent it knew the Government
had given the Agent General authority
to close. On the .10th August a
cablegram came back from the Agent
General to say that the ship was a
twin screw steamer ; therefore that
point was disposed of. Then followed
cablegrams on the 5th, 10th, and
1.9th August dealing with the question
of finance. They show that it was not
until the 19th August that Lte definite
step -was taken to absolutely complete
the proposal. My next point is that
alt hongl during the w6hole of this time
Parliament was sitting not one word in
connection with the purchase was
broached to this Chamber. N~o suggestion
was mnade here as to how the ship should
be paid for. I find on the fie a mnemoran-
dum from the Under Treasurer, who
recognises the same point. The memo-
randunm reads-

If you approve of the proposal and
our recommendation, it will be neces-
sary to provide in the new Loan Auth-
orisation Bill an item for the purchase
of this anti other vessels, and] for you
to fix, under the General Loan and In-
scribed Stock Act, a special sinking
f und... ....

That is, the Under Treasurer saw that
it was essential a fresh Loan Bill should
be brought in to provide fresh stock.
Now, what was done? What was done
is set out in a minute of tile Executive
Council dated the 1st September. The
minute, after mentioning the names of
the gentlemen present, reads-

In the matter of the "Loan -Act,
.1915"1 (5 George, No. 53), authorising
the raising of a auma of 92.950,00- and
"'The General Loan and Inscribed
Stock Act, 1910." It is submitted for

tire aplproval of Hfis Excellency the
Goveruor in Executive Council: (1)
TFhat ouit of the sumn of £.2,850,000 auth-
orised to be raised by "The Loan Act,

105"the suim of £:175,000 be raised by
the issue in London of Western Aus-
tralia Govern ment Inscribed Stock

. .. .. . (3) That the said
stock shiall lie mande redeemiable for
£C140,000 On the first day Of Septeml-
her, 1935.

The remindler of the minute shows how
the details are to be carried out. The
point is th)at the Governor was advised
by this minute in Executive Council that
he Should out Of the Sum of £2,350,000
already provided in the Loan Ac:t of 1915
take a s1111 of £175,000 an1.d operate that
on rlie London market for the purpose of
raising the funds required to buy this
ship. 'The next step is a minute from
the Colonial Treasurer himself, for thie
Exceutivo Council, advising His Excel-
lenc y to issue an Order in Council for
£175 ,000 to he raised under the Loan
Act of 1915. That was in due course
app~lroved by His Excellency in Council,
and the Order in Council was in due
course s;ent for-ward to the iAgnt: General
as an order for the raising of that sum
of' £175000. Let uts look at the Loan
Act of 1.9157. The Premier ])roposed to
finance this transaction not out of a new
loan, or a new authority, but out of the
oldl loan.

The Premier: Does it say so?
Mr. ROBINSON: Yes, it uses the very

words. rfhlis particular Statute is an
Act to authorise the raising of a sum of
£92,F350,000 and] was assented to in March
of this year. Attached to that Statute

ia zelpedile of works numbered I to 30,
and it comiprises Administration, Bail-
wars and Tramiways, Harbours and R iv-
eirs, 'Water Supply and Sewerage, Devel-
opmirent of Goldfields and Mineral Re-
sources, Development of Agriculture.
Sundries, and] other Slate uindertakings.
but not a word about State steamners. I
want to read to the Committee Section 2
of thlis Act which states-

It shlnl be lawful for the Governor,
from timne to time, to raise by way of

2438



116 'NOVEMBHER, 1915.]

loan such several surns of money not
eixceeding ins thle Whole the sain Of two
millions eight hundred and fifty thous-
and pounds, as may be required. for the
several works and pusrposes mentioned
in the first s"hedule to this Adt.

The Governor hind no plower to issire any
sumns of money other than for thle items
in that schedule, and State steamners is not
one of those items. Section 3 says-

All sums; 1iv this Act atlorised to
lie raiszed shall be paid to thle Colonial
Treasurer, and shall he by Isin placedi
to tine credit of all account to be calle1
the General Loan Fund, and shall he
applied by the Colonial Treasurer to
the purposes set forth in (his Aet, in
such amounts and manner as the Gor-
ernor by any warrants nnder his hand
may from time to time aut horize and
direct., in conformity witlh the Annual
Estimates of the expenditure of loan
moneys sanctioned by Parliament.

There, too, the Governor is not given a
free hand, Hie mnust comply* with Section
2 and any items outside those numbered
1. to 30 munst requinre special anthority.
Section 5 sets out-

The Governor mar' fromt time fo
time, by warrant under his hand, aul
thorise the Colonial Treasue to ad-
vance and app~ly to the purposes set
forth in the first schedule of this Act.
anliy ISUMS of money not exceeding in the
whole the sum hereby auithorised t o be
raised; and any sumas of money so ad-
vaiteed and paid shalt be retained by
tile Colonial Treasurer out of anv%
moneys eorning to his hands under the
authority of this Act.

This clearly shows the Governor's Power,
and that which he is authorised by 'is
responsible advisers to do must he within
this Statute aind not outside it. Scheduiles
2 arid 3 of the Act haue for their object
the chsanging of the purport of the pre-
vious Loan Act, and the reallocating of
money for certain other works. 'The
second schedule s3ets out the works that
were in the old Act and the third schedule
shows how the reappropriation is to he
distributed. The Statute, therefore, re-
cognised tine principle J am talking about,

that no expenditure can be made without
the authority of Parliamnent. But no
Appropriation Bill, nor a Loan Bill, has
been brought before the House. The
money in question has actually been issuted
under a warrant of the Governor, the
bonds have been issued, they have beeni
passed in to the insurance company, and
tie suni of 040,000 in cash has been
raised and paid to the Diesel people, and
the ship.. I understand, is now on its way
to Western A~stralia. Every hit of that
has been (lone withiout warrant or au-
thority. I can conceive of no party of
free men representing the free labour
movement of Western Australia who will
tolerate a tiling like that. If members
opposite are prepared to allow their lead-
ers to doi things of that description, then
all hope for Labour is gone forever.

The Premier: Gone forever. what a
blooming sell!I

'Mr. ROBINSON: Proof of say argu-
meat is found in the Premier's flippant
interjection. All lie can give in the form
of an answer is thie refrain of a music
hiall song. That is his only reply to a
seriouls argument. But I would prefer
to have flippaoncy rather thtan Isis poisoned
arrows. althoug h we k-now he does not
i brow poisoned arrows unless lie is first
shot at. I hope the mnusic hiall ditty will
Satisfy the members of the Labour party.

claim to ho one of the biggest demo-
crats in this country and I declare that
it does riot satisfy me. If the Country
party, or the Liberal part 'y, had done
any of the things I have been talking
about in connection with these steam-
ships, the country would have been
made to ring from one end to the other
with oar wrongs.

MrIt. E. B. Johnston: You are speaking1
as an opponent of State steamers.

Air. ROBINSON: 1 am not doing anyi -
thing of the kind. I prefaced my remarks
with the statement that tile Government
have a majority in this House as against
thle other party, and if it wants to pur-
chase State steamers it can do so.

Hon. B. H. Underwood: It has done
so and will probably do so again.
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Mr. ROBINSON: No doubt, unless
their wings are clipped. But if the slight-
est knowledge of this action of the Pro-
trier's had leaked out, the Supreme
Court of this State, or the High Court
of Australia, would have been appealed
to to restrain him from taking the
illegal action.

The Premier: Who would do it?
Mr. ROBINSON: The High Court of

Australia.
The Premier: That is only a lawvyer's

assertion.
Mr. ROBINSON: 01, no. If the Pre-

nrier will only give me an idea when lie
intends to do it again, I will show him
that it is not a lawyer's assertion but
that it is the knowledge of every man,
woman and child in Western Australia,
and that it is going home to the hearts
of his owl) parlty' and going honme to
every Labou r minl in the State, that the
leaders they have chosen have feet of clay.

Mr. James Garcliner: You have ben
on fairly good ground uip till now, but
you are getting into deep water.

Mr. ROBINSON: I am glad to know
hat I have had the support of the mem-

ber for Irwin uip till now. No member
should discuss onl this item the question
of State steamers generally. If the Go"-
ejrnent choose to buy them, they can
do0 so.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: You want to
hush it uip.

Mr. ROBINSON: I do not, and if the
Honorary Minister wants a ight, I an,
an tI-ishman and I will give him one ever '
day in tile week. This question is not as5
to whether it is good or bad to have State
steamers. We have to assume, for the
purpose of my argument, that it is a good
thing to have State siteamners. Assunming~
it is, and that we want to buy them,' hiow
are we going to do it? Statutes provide
how that is to be done, but the Premier
has ignored the Statutes of the country,
and, worse thia,, thlit, hie has i.-nored this
House and I stand here to voice a pro-
test. Therefore, there is nothing for it
but to cut out the item from the Esti-
mates.

The Premier: W\hether the circunm-
stances warrant it or not, do you say
we sIhould not move wvith~out first consult-
ing Parliament?

Mr. ROBINSON: I. have not said that.

The Premier: We]ll, what have yo:i
said?

Mr. RO01INSON: It will all he in
print to-morrow morning and I will sendi
the Premier a copy of my re-
marks. The law mnust not be
departed fromt and before loan moneys
can be handled, the consent of Parti&-
meat must first be obtained. I am not
saying anything about the negotiations
for the ship. The Premier, in quoting
a musical hall ditty, forgot the real issue.
The purchase of the ship was practically
completed on the 4th or 5th of August,
when the House was sitting. On the
5th August I challenged him onl the sub-
ject and hie had then the opportunity of
saying, "I have houghit thie ship and I
am going to bring in a Loan Bill to
authirrise the p)ayment of a couple of
hundred thousand pounds for its pur-
chase." IlIe could] then have submitted
it to Parlianment and carried it through
this House without a division.

Hon. R. H. Underwtood: And it would
have been chucked out in the Upper
House.

Mr. ROBINSON: it would have been
carried. The Premier has resorted to sub-
terfuge. He takes money voted tinder
.another Act and appropriates it, wihout
authority, for the pa 'yment of a new
steamer. He gave wrong advice to the
Governor, who should not have signed the
warrant. But as the boat has been b)ought
an1 paid for, and the bonds have heen
issued, there is nothing for it but to move
in the direction of striking out the item.
I move an anendment-*

The the item be struck out.
Mr. WILLMOTT; I have a few words

to say about what I consider a most un-
usual and, in my opinion, illegal purl--
chase.

Hion. RI. H. Underwood: You are well
versed in the "usualities'' of Parlia-
ineat.
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Mr. WLLLMOTT: I intend to confine
my criticism to the purchase of this par-
ticular steamer with the view of eliciting
some information about it. We will
start with Mr. Stevens.

The Premier :You made a definite
statement; you said this was a most uIn-
usual and iltegal course. I want to know
hlow you arrive at that?

Air. WILLMOTT: If it is not, I an.
very sorry for Western Australia and
we are wasting our time coming here to
Parliament. We will admit that Mr.
Stevens was intensely% anxious to pulr-
ehase this steamer; but the question
arises, has lie had the necessary special
training to warrant Mim giving- advic~e
On the p)urchase of a Diesel-engined boat?

Thle Premier: Do not attack the otfi-
ciat; attack the Government.

Mr. WILLMO0TT: ] am asking for
information. Has 'Mr. Stevens the neces-
sary technical knowledge? Mr. John
Denney was Sir John Riles's agent, and
thierefore it was his duty to see that Sir
John Hutes's interests were well looked
after at this end. Admitting that Sir
John Bites stands at the heaRd of his
profession as high authority on naval
architecture, I have yet to learn that hie
is an authority on tranip steamers,
Diesel-engined vessels.

Mr. George: He first condemned this
boat, and! thWee or four days afterwards,
advised them to buy it.

Hon. Ri. H. Underwood: That is
absolutely a9 deliberately incorrect state-
ment.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Sir John Biles wilt
reccie a big fee for having relported onl
this boat, and I shall be glad to hear
from the Minister the amouint of that
fee.

Hon. R. IT1. Undtrwood: I thoght youi
would get to something crook.

Mr. W] LLMOTT: There is nothing-
crook about it.

lion. It_ 1-I. Underwood: Dirt, and dirt
only.

Mr. WILLMOTT: If the lion. member
thinks that is dirt, lie must have a most
filhy mind.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: From whom wilt
lie get the fee?

'Mr. WILMNOTT: From either the
purelhasers or the sellers of the boat. I
want to know which.

Hon. R. H. U'nderwood: Go on, weigh
OLIt Some more muck.

Mfr. WI' LLMIOTT: We find that Sir
John Riles was the first to move in this
matter, and that he recommended the boat
to the Government. We also find that the
East Asiatic Company at one time had
a big interest in this boat. They are anl
important shipping firm, thoronghly hon-
ourable, and I can find nothing against
them. They have given the greatest im-
petus to ttae propulsion of vessels b)y Die-
sel enigines. In 1914-it must not be for-
gotten -that war broke out in that year
-they had five vessels running with Die-
sel engines, four others under construc-
(ion in Copenhagen, and four or five
uinder construction by Harland and
Woolf. Also, they had arranged to take
the steamn engines out of certain of their
vessels and] put in Diesel enigines.. Whyl
They said they required Diesel engines
in their bouts where the trade was suit-
able for oil fuel, where a plentiful and
cheap sIplply of oil coauld he obtained.
On die othler hand, for rertain of thleir
trade0 routes they are building steamers .
because onl those routes coal is corupara-
tively cheap and oil comparatively clear.
The competitive prices of the two luckl
(-onstitute the most important factor in
deciding on coal as against oil fuel. I
think it will be found that Mr. Stevens
w*as in error when lie said that this boat
was built in Belfast. I think shie was
built on the Cl -yde. Thle engineers con-
nected with the "Lalaudia" have had con-
siderable experience in designing, con-
aitictiug, and workiug marine engines.
Their typ~es are considered to he equal to
any and better than miost. '[hen we conic
to lDies-el enginesi. -Arc Diesel eng-ines to
be recommended for cargo-carrying
Itoats? 'No dotubt they have conic to stay,
but they have yet to be proved. 2lost
certainly they hlave not yet been per-
fected.

Hon. Ri. 1-1. Underwood: I say they
have.
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Air. WILLMOTT: They have not yet
f roved themselves. It is worthy of note
iHat in 1913 no fewer titan 3,890 vessels
were built, of which only 20 were Diesel-
engined boals. It would seem that not
all sitipowners are rushing in for Diesel-
engined boats. These boats must not.be
confused with oil fuel vessels.

The Premier: What is the difference?
Mr. George: One is anl internal corn-

bastion vessel. whiile onl the other oil fuel
is used to generate steam.

Air. WILT2MOTT: Again, was the pur-
chase of this steamer too much rushed,
and had the interests of the State been
safeguarded? First of all, what trials
did she undergo? Did shte undergo a sea
trial?

Air. O'Logiilen: Yes, before ever she
was built.

Mr. WILtAIOTT: If so, for hlow many
hours? What was [lie consumption of
fulel, and what speed did she aittain?

Mr. O'Loghilen: And was there a liquor
oar on boardl

Mir. WJLLMOTT: If so, andi if the
bon. member had been there, hie would
have been hanging round it all the time.
The price asked for the vessel wvas 25 per
cel4 . too high.

The Premier : It mis-it lie in nornial
times.

Mr. XVI LLMvJOTT: In abnormal timies,
it is 25 per cent, too high. The member
for Perth asked, whether it was a fadt
flint the vessel draws 23ft. 411%in., and hie
said that she would not go within half
a utile of I he Qeraldion jetly. Then the
Minister for Lands interjected, "Will she
drawv 23ft. if loaded or not? Suppose
She is on iv half loaded, wvlit willI shte
draw?" If she were only halIf laded,
what would her stabilitv lie? Would] site
be safe in a rough sea and beam wind?
If a Minister of the Crown tells me this
wonderful ship eat, lie taken into Geral-
ton half loaded, a[ half cock, I say site
wvill go off at half cock, shte wvilI turn
turtle, and Ministers will find their money
at the bottom of the sea. Ministers should
be thoroughly au fait, with shipping cotl-
tracts, seeinig that they have purchtased
some particularly smar t and wonderful
vessels. It is well knowvn that ship-build-

ing. contracts are of a very stringent char--
ace r.

,11r. 1-IcilIman,,: You had better stick to
jarrai.

,Ur.. WI LLMOTT: 1 never knew a bet-
ter al for sticking than (ie member
for Octal dton. Siipping contracts get-
erally include provision for failure to de-
liver to an ag~reed date, failure in speed
of vessel, lack of stability under various
conditions of loading, failure to carry
qitantit 'y of cargo or specified draft of
water, too heavy a consumption of fuel,
some detect in hatll or machinery, failure
to pay instalments. It would be interest-
itng to Hud out the teal grounds onl whicht
I lie East Asial ic Co. was not allowed to
take piossession of tltis boat.

Thte 1'etnier: Ask your correspondent
to wvrite direct to the Mitnister and he will
give thle inaformantion.

Mr. NVILLMNOTT: I htave no corres-
ponident. 'fie insurance comnpany,
through wliotn the financing of the "Kan-
garoo" was arranged, will not accept the
boat as secuirity. Tite Government have
to put up £50,000 worth of bonds beyond
the valute of tile boat, showing that itnsur-
ance cotitpanfies anid shipowners have not
the faith in Diesel engitne vessels which
tlie Government seem to have. Mr. Ste-
vens. tlte great autitority regarding the
pu rchase of this v-essel, said-

W ii tsuch a ship, the question of
whlethIer whteat in bulk catl be taken
from Australia to England success-
fullyv could bie settled definitely, andt Ifa
thi Giovernment and] Western Auist ra-
l in will tall tlte credit. of leading Aus-
rahia in this most distinctly piogres-

SITe titoe.
I r tlte "K aligntoo" is a success then wveill
and good; if site is not, we shall have
been es r crimea iling, I ig-li-earl clly to the
tone of £:1140000. Canl this Slate afford
tol exper iment in this w~ay? 1, for one,
think it cannot.

rThe Minister for Lands: Where dto you
pIet the k190:0010?

Mr. WII4 LAIOTT. It will cost that by
lie time the Government have paid 'Sir

-Joit ]iles and so on. This purchase
should never have been made withoutt the
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consent of Parliament hiing been ob-
tain ed.

Mr. 1". J. Stubbs: Of experts like your-
self.

Ml r, W.ILLMOTT: -No, I criticise to
obtain information, the lion, member lays
down the law without having the knowv-
ledge. I care not which party occupy
the Treasury bench.

Mr. Thomas:, Yes, you (10.
'Mr. WllILAIOTT: While I am in this

Chamber I will 'lo my best, to take an :y
Government to task for any action of this
kind.

The Premier: I have heard that said
here many a time.

Mr. WILUjMOTT: It is a pity the Pre-
mier did not take heed of it.

The Premier: We have dlone the righlt
thiingr

Mr. WILLAIOTT: When quest ions
were asked regarding, this steamer, why
did not the Premier mnake a statement?
The reason for observing secrecy has been
given hy the Honorary Mlinister wbo said
the Government were afraid the Upper
House would not agree to the purchase.

Hon. R. 1i. Underwood: And I will say
it again.

The Premier: It is not correct; we put
the papers on the Table.

111r. WI LLAIOTT: Thc Honorary MLIii-
ister made that statement this afternoon.

The Premier: Hle did not.
_11r. WVILLMOTT: le didl, and Ilse

rcason for this course of action on the
part of the government was to flout Par-
ilum ent.

The Premier: We placed the papers on
the 'V ube before thle purchafse Was comU-
pleted.

Mr. George: You had no right to buy
the steamner.

Mr. WI LLMOTT: This Huse was
not taken into the Premier's confidence
in the matter, and if hie expects. to he
lauded and applauded by the Country
party for actions of tbis kind, hie is mnak-
ing a big mist ake.

Hon. Rt. H. UNDERWOOD: We
are not a great deal worried about
the Country party and, after lis-
tening to the ale marine speech
of the hion. member, I feel less worried

than ever. I do not intend toga into the
constitutional point further than to say
I am convinced wve have acted well within
the (Constitution in connection wyith the
purchase of this ship. The hon. member
said we could have passed a Bill in this
Hfouse. That might be so, but the chances
are that it would not have been passed by
another place. Talking abouat the Consti-
lution, our opponents have always been
unconstitutional in that they have used
another place to defeat the intention of
the Constitultion. The intention of the
Constitution is that this House, being re-
presentative of the people. shall control
the finances; of the State, and during the
last four y ears the Upper House have de-
liberately flouted tile intention of the
Constitution. Yet the lion, member says
we should put up with the poisonous gas
fired into us year after year and still
slick to the intention of the Constitution.
We have acted well, within *the letter of
rile Constitution. The lion. member said
these ships can run only when oil is
Cheap.

Arr. Willmott: They can run anywhere
if you like to pay the piper.

Hon. R?. HI. UNrDEMOOD: This ship
is intended to run to Wyadhamn for
frozen nieat wh len the w orks are finiShed,
and that is the dearest coast in the world
for coal. On that point the purchase is
a good one.

Mr. Willmnott: I understand she is
going to run with wheat.

Ron. RI. H. UNDERWOOD: Yes,
and then she will be running past
oil tanks. The lion, member quoted
f rom a publication entitled Steam
Engine to prove t hat the Diesel
eng. ine is no good. I might as well quote
the Country party as authorities ont poli-
tics. The idea of the Steam Engine being
quoted against an enigine which is going
to defeat it!

Mr. Wilhnott : That has yet to be
proved.

Hon. II. Hf. UNDERWOOD: W"hen
the offer of this ship was received, what
position were we in?

Hon. Frank Wilson: A rotten one.
Hon. Ri. H. UNDERWOOD: The

shipping companies are controlled
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by the Baltic Exchange, as has been
pointed out and not denied, and
were raising freights against every-
body. The owners of ships are mnaking
huge profits out of the disasters of other
people. We were told by the member for
Irwin that the shippig ring is controlled
by the Baltic Exchange. What is the Bal-
tic Exehainge9? It is composed, I will
guarantee, considerably of Germans. I
wvill undertake to say it is composed of
men who have noe god but money, and no
country but the wvorld where they can rob
others. These are the people who are
putt ig uip freights against our settlers.
The freights, which were 40s. before the
war, have risen to 90s. with 20 per cent.
on. That was 20 per cent, on 40s., and
it means a great difference to pay 20 per
cent, on 90s. There has been no justifi-
cation for raising freights to this extent.
The wages are practically the same, the
price of coal is the same, the wvharfage,
light and oilier material dites are prac-
tically the same and there is little extra
insurance. Yet they have raised freights
by 150 perV cent. W~e knew that the Bal-
tic Exchange were raising freights
against our settlers who had to get their
p~roduce to the markets of the world. The
legal luminary from Canning raised a
constitutional point. A legal luminary
has been well described as a light charge
brigade, and this light charge brigade
necessarily wvant to get in and obtain a
bit of charge from the Baltic Exchange.
It is said that Nero fiddled while Rorne
burned; and the member for Canning
asks us to consider constitutional points
while our wheat and wool growers arc
being strangled by a foreign combination
and we must not interfere; we must sit
down and encourage them and feed them
like sucking doves. The lion. member says
we should have consulted Parliament be-
fore purchasing- this ship. Tle knowvs per-
fectly well, having read the file, that it
was not possible to take that course. Tine
offer made to US Was Subject to there
being no publication of a sale until the
purchase was completed. We were put
into the position that we had to come to
a decision, and bad either to buy the ship
or refuse the offer.

Mr. Willmott: Tine East Asiatic Com-
pany must have had half or three-
quarters of it..

The Premier; 'They could not take the
Ship.

Mr. George: Surely it appears on the
ile that the purchase of the ship wag not

recommended.
Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The

lion. member is wrong, if not deliber-
ately so.

Mkr. George: The Honorary Minister
might be civil.

Hon. R. HI. UNDERWOOD: After
listening for some three weeks to
the weary, dreary monotone, like
that of the blowfly, of the hion.
member, we arc asked to be civil to hint

Mr. George: You are paid for it.
Hon. Rt. H. UNDERWOOD: The

money is not worth it. We were
in the position that we could not
consult Parliament, and either had to
accept or reject the offer. No man in the
world has been successful if lie has al-
ways waited for approval of his actions
before acting. There was a deal before
this country once before in regard to the
jpurcloise of the Midland railwvay. Had
the Government made that purchase with-
out coming to Parliamnret it would have
been worth a million pounds to this coun-
try. The Government, howvever, did bring
the purchase before Parliament, and with
a men and miserable desire to get int
office men on the Opposition side of the
House combined with a few on the Min-
isterial side of the House defeated the
proposal. To-day, members on the op)-
poasite side of the House are trying to do
the same, arid from a mean and miserable
point of viewv to put the Government out
mierely, for blie sake of getting into power
themselves. No matter whether the deal
i9 a good] or a ]had one they are prepared
to take any means possible to turn the
Government out.

Mr. George: And the Governmettake
ainy means possilile to keep office.

Hon. B. H. UNDERWOOD: There
was no question of putting the
proposal to p~urchase this steamer
before Parliament. We were not
allowed to do so tinder the terms of tile
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offer. I contend that we had ample
grounds for aiccepting the offer in view
uf the unreasonable rise in freights which
had taken place, and of the fact that our
squatters in the north and our wheat
growers in the south had wool and wheat
to send away and were likely to he
strangled by the Baltic Shipping Ex-
chiango. Had the opportunity ipresented
itself of buying ten ships, and had these
ten ships been bought, members would
not have had the same faults to find.
Anyone who can bring ships to Australia
to-day is conferring a benefit upon Aus-
tralia. We want ships att the present time
to carry the produce away, and particu-
larly that of the primary producers, from
Aust ralia,

M1r. James Gardiner: What is the
capacity of this vessel?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Her
capacity dead weight is 6,700 tons.
If we could procure 10 ships of
this size we would not hare to
worry about getting our wheat away.
There is one proposition which members
can discuss. Did we take reasonable. pre-
cautions. in purchasing that vessel? We
had to satisfy ourselves that she was a
good ship, that she was profitable, and,'
most important of alt, that we did not
spend money upon this boat which might
he -wanted for other important work in
the country. With reggrd to the quality
of the ship. much has been said by the
member for Nelson (Mr. Willmolt). He
tells us that the Dieset engine shin lias
not yet been proved, and that we should
have an enormous number of things in
our contracts.

Mr. WillmotI: Things that arc always
in anv coiitract.

Tie Minister for Works: This was not
a contract at all.

'Mr. Willrnott: How was she proved?
Hon. R. H. UINDERWVOOD: She was

proved hr' trial. We bought the vessel
subject to a satisfactory trial. If the
trial proved unsatisfactory there was to
be no purchase.

Mr. Willmott: Were the usual trials
given?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWVOOD: In this
ease we relied upon our agent, Sir John

Bites. The 11Th~t Australian recenly
publishled an article from a paper called
Fair Play, reputed to be a very good
papler. Th le lon. AV. IKingsmull quoted
(ihe sane article, It had reference to
the Flour Ship Company' . This company
was operating with two-cycle Diesel ships
and titer dlid not prove successful. The
article which was quoted was published
in the 1 es-t Justralian on 1st July, and
yet rair Play on 19th August Puiblished
thle following article-

The motor ship makes slow pro-
gress, hutt it is catching on fairly well,
considering the conservatism of own-
ers and the very keen competition of
turbines, recipirocal ing engines and
transmnitting gears. The largest vessel
of the type yet built in this country
is uinder construction in tie Belfast
yard of Messrs. Harland and Wolff.
Not only is she the largest, but she
will also be the first (not counting- two
little West African coasters) owned
by Messrs. Elder, Dempster and Co.
She is to be named "Montezumia," and
will lie 4395 feet in length, and of
5,500 tons gross. Her propelling
machinery will hie supplied, as a mat-
ter of course, by the Burmeister and
Wain Oil Engine Company, of Glas-
gow-a concern in which Lord Pirric
is largely interested. It will consist
of two six-cylinder, four-cycle engines,
with diameter and stroke of 670 HM.

and 1,000 mm. respectively; running
at 110 revolutions per minute, and
giving a total of 3.600 h.p. at normal
speed.

Messrs. Elder, Dempster & Co. are the
registered owners of 08 steamers. Many
of them are 10,000-ton boats. Yet we
find they are going in for Diesel engine
ships.

It is a tribute to the confidence of her
owners in the machinery and in the
contractingz firms that they are be-
crinninz in this line with the largest
British-built vessel. That their con-
fidence will be justified may be taken
for granted quite safely. Messrs.
Harland and Wolff have had consider-
able experience at Glasgow in the way
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of building such vessels, and no firm
has more knowledge or experience of
oil-engine man ufactuire than thle Bur-
meister and Wain Company-an off-
shoot of the famous Copenhagen firm.-
So there will be considerable interest
among builders, engineers, and own-
ers in the addition to thea Elder
Dempster fleet of the "Montezumna."

We find also fromn time Shipbuilding and
Shipping Record the following-

The first motor ship for the Nord-
stjernan Company, the "Suecia." was
built in 1012, and at (he same timie this
firm took an option for building five
more motor ships should thea results
with the "Suiecia" *hc satisfactory. Akl
these ships has-e now been built and,
moreover, the owners have now ordered
fonr more motor ships.

The member for 'Nelson says we are ex-
perimenting. If we are, we are follow-
ing a pretty good lead. Again, the
Daily Shipping Index of _4uistralrsia-
Wleekly Sumarry, contains thme follow-
ing article, headed "The British Motor
Ship at last, .."T he 'Hermes' coming"_

The approaching visit to Australia
of thie British motor ship "Hermes"
must hea looked forward to with in-
terest. We here in Australia know
the class of vessel well, as visits have
been made by the East Asiatic Com-
pany's "Annam" and "Siam," of
similar tYpe, hut of forcien owner-
ship, so the "Hermes" will be really
nothing new to us in one way, hut thle
gratifying feature is, that the vessel
is uinder the "red ensign." This
clearly indicates that , despite the
trouble accruingr from the war, the
British owner has not lost sig-ht of the
advantazes; the motor ship holds; omt,
as we feared might lie the case when
the subject was last dealt with in our
columns, and thant hie is deterinied to
keep pace with all competitors as of
yore. If the advuntaees are so great
ag are claimer] for this class; of vessel.
and it is our impression they are,
Great Britain could not aifford to he
behindhand iii their mise, for eocononii-
calty run craft means, very naturally,

lower freighlts, and when this war is
over the vessel most profitable - o run
will lbe the one to secure business, and
if tihe motor ship -was entirely a
foreignl proposition, it is obvious that
thle regular steanier costing more in
every wvav t.. run, might suiffer, and
only secure what business the cheaper
vessel could not take uip. which would
bye a most regtrettable event indeed.
Through the war, Great Britain. and
her Allies have had to withdraw much
attention andI concentration of thought
from less important subjects in many
cases, hut amongst thle subjects are
some that assuredly wvill be of vital
interest later on, and amongst that
category is shipping affairs. This
cannot be obviated, of course, but it
is satisfactory to note that the ship-
ping interests are not being entirely
overlooked, for after all our shipping
is of very vital interest to the nation
as a whole, and neglect of it would
certainly leave us in a bad position
when only business conflicts hold sway
again.

'hese are the opinions of a standard
uliblication. Thme builders of the ship,

Ilarlanud & Wolff, are perhaps thie best
knowun and most respected firm of British
ship builders. They do not build in the
orrlinarv way, turning! out a boat at a
given price. They ascertain the dimen-
sions of the ship required and then say
to those requiring her, "XAVe will turn you
out a shilp on those line- and will charge
you the cost of material and labour and
a certain percentage for construction."
Whatever that cost may amount to, those
who order the ship have to pay. The
Danish company had ordered this par-
tienlar ship, and it was known that the
Britishi Government had decided that no
British owned or British built ship was
lo be allowed to pass into the possession
of anly forei-rn powver, whether neutral
or enemy. Therefore, the Danish com-
many could not obtain the ship. Sir John
Biles bought the contract which the Dan-
ish' company had,' and hie paid for it what
the Danish company would have paid
for it. The cost would be reater than
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tinder ordinary circumstances, because of
the rise in the cost of material and of
labur since the outbreak of the wvar.
That, however, is the only increase.

Hont. Frank Wilson: What did Sir
John [tiles pay for her?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: One
hundred and forty thousand pounds.

Rion. Frank Wilson: No, lie did not.
Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: 1.

should have said that Sir John
Bites got the contract. He did not
pay anything for it, because the con-
tract could not be fulfilled. So much for
the contract. The engines of the ship
were built by the firm concerning whom
I have been reading to the Committee.
Sneers and innuendoes have been thrown
out regarding Sir John Riles, "What did
hie get? He is going to get a conuntsslon.
What did hie pay for the ship? Don't
know. There must be something crooked."
In all seriousness, if Sir John Biles is
crooked, then the whole of the commerce
and business of the British Empire is
crooked, If we cannot depend on a man
of Sir John Biles's reputation, then
British trade and commerce are rotten
to the core.

Mr. Willrnott: Who said that concern-
ing Sir John Riles?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: The hon.
member interjeeting said so.

Arr. Willniott (in explanation) : I deny
thie statement of the Honorar y Minister
that I said an 'ything derogatory of Sir
John Bites. I would not think of doing
so. Sir John Bites is a man of the high-
est standing.

The CHAIRMAN :The Honorary
Minister must accept the hon. member's
denial.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: I accept
the denial of the member for Nelson, and
am sorry. The Government acted on the
advice of a man who can be trusted. In
connection with ordinary steamers, there
is at the present day great dirnleilty i'i
securing firemen.

Mr. Willmott: That is got over by
the oil fuel.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: Yes.
and that is why the Government

are geting this Diesel ship. Fur-
thier, this ship, with her lanks fuUl,
can travel once and a half round the
world. The 'Wiestern Australia," a first
class boat for short runs, took practic-
ally a full load of coal to carry her frorn
here to Carnarvon and baek-5,0O tons.
Apart front the question of bulk of coal
as against bulk of oil, there is the consid-
eration that this st earner will not requtire
tlhc services of hinipers, but will have
her fuel fed to her from a tank, Ob-
viously, her running cost will be very
much less than that of a coal-driven
ship. It can be guaranteed] that these
Diesel ships are coming to stay. It will
not be many years before coal-fired
steamers are abolished. As regards
freighlt for the ship, it is necessary that
when the Wyndham Freeziiag Works
have been constructed we should have a
ship to carry away the product; and, as
is shown by the file, we made sure that
this ship can easily be turned into a
freezing ship. Even apart from frozen
meat, ships with freezing chambers are
absolutely necessary for the fruitgrowv-
ers of Western Australia, whose space
in ships now tradling is taken from them
by the great fruit interests in the East-
ern States. H-ere we have a ship which
can carry a large quantity of fruit.
Further, our farmers and squatters Want
t heir wheat and wool carried. Should
we consider the Baltic shipping ex-
change and be lender to that wonderful
combination ? Should we consider
whether the Baltic shippinig exchange will
lose a shilling or two in freight, or
whether our farmers Will save a penny
or two per bushel on their wheat? As
regards financing (lie purchlase. it was
necessary in these limes, when we cannot
get all the money we require for de-
velopmental purposes, to avoid obtaining
funds for the purchase through the
ordinary channels. To deflect £140,000
from general developmental work for
the purchase of this ship would have
been against the interests of people out-
hack needing railway facilities, and also
of people near at hand needing harbour
facilities. We saw that we could raise
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the money in such a way as not to in-
volve our obtaining- a pound less in the
ordinary way.

Hon. J, D. Connolly: But you boa-
rowed the money in that way only after
I le ship had been bought.

Hfon. R. H-. UNDERWOOD: I have
said infinitelyv more than the member for
Nelson has asked for. However, allow-
ance must be made for that bon, momn-
her's desire to air his nautical knowledge.
I do not think the lion. member really
represents the Country party in this
matter.

Mr. GEORGE: The Honorary Min-
ister, with t hat crudeness which dis-
iin-uislies him, always denies what is
not palatable to himself. During his
speech.1 asked him how it was that this
boat was not spoken well of by Sir John
Riles only a few days before the Gov'-
erment purchased her, and thle Honor-
airv Minister said I was wrong.

IHon. it. H. Underwood: I say again,
you are wrong.

Mr. GEORGE: I asked the Honorary
-Minister to refer to the file, and hie said
that the file contains nothing of the sort.
I' -ask lion. members to listen to the fol-

loigfrom page 3 of the file-
Nothing- more occurred until the

29th June, when Mr, Denny received
the following cable from his principal:

A-r. 1)enn 'y is the agent here for Sir
John Bites, who is Mr. Denny's principal
in London.

"Yonr cable of the 24th received. Full
instructions received. Price Diesel
Triumph ship about £140,000 ; miodifi-
eat ions extra. Advise you inform
Stevens of possibility of buying- Diesel
ship, but do not recoimmend it."
H-on. R. H. Underwood: Not for the

North-West trade.
Mr. GEORGE: The Honorary Minis-

ter interjects "not for the North-West
trade," and yet the bulk of his argumnent,
or of his tirade of. ignorance and abuse,
"'as that she was required for the
Wyndham Freezing Works.

Hon. i_ H. Underwood: flat is not
the North-West trade.

Mr. OEORGE. What ridicuilous non-
sense it is for the Honorary Miinister
to talk about purchasing in August last
a ship for the transport of the product
of [lie Wyndham Freezing1 Works, when
h6~ knows, and knew, perfectly well that
those works would not be finished until
probably the season of 1.917.

lion. 11. 1{. Underwood: We had the
wool and wheat meantime.

Mr. GEORGE: WVhere could he the
necessity to purchase this boat for the
freezing works? On this same file which
has been laid on the table of the House
by Ministers, Mr. Stevens has writtenl
to his Minister that hie agrees with Sir
John Biles frr the reason that the ship
we want for the g~rt h-West coast is
qite a different type from the tramp
style of low speed, and if the tramip
ship were purchased and altered to take
mails and passengers and chilled meat,
a great blunder would hie made. That
"vas 111. Stevens' opinion. What is the
use of calling this i-ouse a deliberative
Assembly? W1.hat is the use of attempt-
ing to make out that it is a House of
argument when we get a Minister with
brains, sharpened up by contact with his
other colleagues, coming here and deceiv-
ing the IHouse in the way hie has done
this afternoon?7 The file also shows that
a cable was sent by Mr. Denny to Sir
John Bites that Mr. Stevens had turned
down the Diesel vessel. I am not going-
further than that. I have proved what
I have stated out of the file as to -whethier
the Diesel engines are suitable. I say
distinctly that it has not yet been proved
that they are thorough]ly reliable. It has
been p~roved that some of the Diesel
engined steamers, for instance, one called
the "Annan."' has made one or two
voyages around the world satisfactorily.
Another hans made a trip from South
America to Sweden and] back satisfac-
torily. lint we also know there are vessels
of Ibis type which have not proved satis-
factory. I believe, however, it is only'
a question of time when these internal
combustion eng-ines will be found to be
absolutely reliable for the purposes of
maritime traffic, but at the present time
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it has not been satisfactorily determined
that they are reliable. It is exactly the
same with montor ears; when woutor
engines were first introduced they were
a source of trouble and annoyance, but
to-day they are almost thoroughly reli-
able and as easy to work as one could
wish. I think that oil engines will even
take the place of our steam locomotives,
but I do not think they have yet readied
that stage when they can be thoroughly
relied upon. My objection to the matter
is that the Government have not been as
frank in connection with it as they might
have been. Sorve courtesy was expected
from the Government, and a certain
amount of' decency as well, but I think
they have failed in regard to both those
points. The leader of the Opposition
asked questions in regard to these ves-
sels, but answers which were evasive
wvere given.

The Minister for Workz:No
Mr. GEORGE :At any rate thne

answers were not as frank as they might
have been. 'My object is to protest
against the Government entering upon
this maritime traffic. They have no
wvarrant for it. They have had no ex-
perienee, and they art' going in for it
just as blindly as they started on the
freezing contract. There is no necessity
for these steamers. We knowv that many
enemy vessels have bean driven off the
sea and that consequently freights have
gone up in just the same way as wvnges
go up] when there is a big demand for
skilled labour and the supply is only
limited. It is idle for the Premier to
imagine that the Government are goinz
to interfere with the regular laws which
govern all these matters of freight.
There is a right wvay and there is a wvrong
wvay of doing' things, and the Govern-
inent have cerlainly gone about this in
the wrong wvay. It would have been
quite right for the CGovernment to have
found that £10,000 or £15,000 necessary
to enable the freezing wvorks to go on
so as to provide meat for Great Britain,
but this business of buying ships which
are not suitable is quite another matter.
The purchase of this steamer is only an

excuse to enable the Government to em-
bark on freight carrying between t his
State and the Old Country. The Gov-
ernment are desirous of entering on the
oversea trade and they have taken any
excuse to justify themselves in the par-
chase of this steamer. I think they have
done wrong. I am satisfied that the
trouble they had last week will make
them more cautious in the future. We
have had a lot of flapdoodhe spoken by
the Honorary Minister on this question
this afternoon, but I hope that the Gov-
ernment will get well dropped over this
ship. My opinion is that wye shall find
instead of calling this vessel thie "Kan-
garoo" we shall have to give it is lproper
name, the "Kookaburra."

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
I would not have said anything on
this question *but for the remarks of
the last speaker wvho referred to what lie
called "fiapdoodle" spoken by the Honor-
ary Minister. If any fiapdoodle has been
talked it certainly has come from the
member for M1\urray-Wellington. The
lion. member spoke of misrepresentation,
but if there has been any, lie has seen it
with his eyes wide open. The lion, mem-
ber referred to a cable sent by Sir John
Bites. I gave him credit for having read
the file and lie must be aware of the
fact that the reference on that file was
to another steamer altogether.

Mr. George: No.
Tine MIISTER FOR WORKS: It

is a well-known fact that for a consider-
able time before the Iptrchflse of this
steamer the Government had tinder con-
sideration the question of constructing a
new vessel for the North-West trade.
Mr. Drew, the Colonial Secretary, made
a statement to the Press to the effet that
instructions had been issued for the pre-
paration of plans and sjpecifiontions with
a view to building a steamer suitable for
the North-West trade. That news was
scattered broadcast and it was published
too before tine opening of Parliament.
We have been told that the vessel was
ordered in a secret manner, but every-
body must have seen the announcement
which was made in the Press by Mr.
Drew. The questions were asked of Mr.

2449



2450 ASSEIMBLY.J

Drew in Parliament some time later.
Then I repeated Mr. Drew's remarks at
a social which I attended. The cable from
Sir John Biles dealing with the ship
which hie thought Wvou1d not be suitable
referred to the one that hie was asked to
prepare plans and specifications for. He
dlid not advise tlhe Government to pur-
chase the "Kangaroo" for the North-
WVest trade-that is clear enough on the
files. We know wvell that it wvouldl be use-
less to have a tramp steamer engaged on
the North-West trade. For that particu-
lar trade we require a specially con-
structed vessel, one which is suitable for
the conveyance of passengers and for the
carriage of Jive stock and cargo as well
as frozen meat, and such a vessel must
also be of light draught to enable it to
enter the various ports. It is very clear,
therefore, that the cables to which the
lion, member has referred have nothing
to do with the steamer about which he
has spoken. When making inquiries in
regard to that other ship, Sir John Biles
drew our attention ko this one which we
have since purchased, explaining that he
had her under offer and that it had to be
kept a secret. Here again the lion, mem-
ber tried to misrepresent the position.
He said it was ridiculous for the Go"-
erment to think of purchasing the
steamer for the Wya vdhamn meat works,
b~ecause it would be 1917 before the wvorks
were ready to sup~ply chilled meat. But
it is clearly shown on the files that in the
meantime the steamer could be used to
take our produce to other parts of the
world, and that the freights thus ob-
tained would serve to reduce her capital
cost; then, wvhen the meat works were
ready, thle steamer could be insulated for
the carrying of chilled meat from Wynd-
ham to overseft markets, and from Wynd-
lain to Fremantle. If the lion. membher
read the files he must have known that
Ihis was the intention of the Government.
As for the question of the suitability of
the steamer for the trade, we have been
advised by Sir John Biles, and in these
circumstances it is almost presumption
for any hon. member to express all
opinion as to the suitability of the vessel.
It is ridiculous to say that Sir John Hiles,

a man able to advise the British Govern-
ment ill reg-ard to naval architecture.
knows nothing at all about a tramp
steamer. Surely so high an authority
wvould be competent to express an opinion
oji a train; steamer or indeed any other
steamer. I think we are justly entitled
to rely on the judgment of a man like
Sir John Bites, whose high reputation
is at stake when he advises any Govern-
ment as to the purchase of a steamer.
The member for Murray-Wellingon
(Mr. George) declared "The Honorary
Minister came here and deceived the
I-ouse." I maintain that what the Hon-
orary Minister said as to the action of
the Government in this connection was
perfectly correct; the steamer was not
purchased until the Government felt that
they were justified in making the pur-
chase. The lion, member went on to say
that some degree of courtesy and of de-
cency should be shown when a member
asks a question. I do not know where
we are going to learn courtesy or decency
if decency or courtesy are not shown by
Ministers in replying t o qiestions. I am
confident that more courtesy and decency
have been shown by this Government in
this regard than by any other Government
of which I have had knowledge. Of course
one cannot hope to supply an answer that
will satisfy every hon. member.

Mr. Thomson: But for reply we get
"No. 1, No. No. 2, see answer to No. 1."1

Thme MINISTER FOR WORKS:
7Phat more do you want, if the answer
is correct? Every answer given by this
Government to a question has been cor-~
rect.

Mr. Thomson: It has been very evasive.
Wh9 ,y should we not have some explana-
tion ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Surely no more than "1yes" or "no"~ is
required, so long as it is correct. The
addition of an explanation frequently
serves to render the answer evasive. A
direct "yes" or "no" is better than an
evasive explanation. As for the question
lw the leader of the Opposition, on vari-
ous occasions during tile session the
leader of the Opposition has endeavoured
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lo show that the Premier answered his
question incorrectly, indeed, misled him.
But any hion. member who takes into con-
sideration the date of the question, the
information given in the Press at the time
and thie announcement by the Colonial
Seerelar3 , can come to no other conclu-
sion than that the answer given by the
Premier was correct in every detail. The
steamer under consideration at the pres-
ent time is not the vessel the hon. member
asked about.

Honi. Frank Wilson- Do not beat the
air.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
not beating the air, it is the truth. How
can the hion, member say that an attempt
was made to mislead him?

Hon. Frank Wilson: You know that
it was.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There was no attempt to mislead; the
truth was given to the House.

Air. Allen: The country does not be-
lieve it, anyhow.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
steamer will be beneficial to Western Aus-
tralia. When -the works have been con-
structed at Wyndham, the steamer will
have a tendency to release the Govern-
ment from the clutches of the shipping
combine.

Hon. J. D3. Connolly: One ship for the
oversea trade!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
ship will have that tendency. If, without
having one steamer suitable for the car-
riage of chilled or frozen meat from
Wyndham, the Government erected meat
works 1here in opposition to the meat
trnst, the shipping combine would come
in to assqist the meat ring, and between
them they would have the Government in
the hollow of their hand. They realise
that while the State Government have even
one ship suitable for the carrying of ibeaL.
if they attempt to squeeze the Govern-
mnent too hard there is the possibility of
the Government securing further ships,
until the full requirements of the trade
are met. We have put in this first shot
to avoid trouble in the future. Every
endeavour will be made to cripple the

Glovernment meat works at Wyndham, we
shall have to fight both fte meat ring
and the shipping combine, and it behoves
uts to take every precaution for the pro-
vision of shipping facilities. I maintain
that in the purchase of the "Kangaroo",
the Government have acted wisely.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But not legally.

Tuie -MINISTER FOR. WORKS: Yes,
and legally too. But I wi not go into
that question, seeing that the member for
Canning (Mr. Robinson) has dealt fully
with it.

Hon. Frank Wilison: But he has con-
demned you.

Theo MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course, lie would condemn us whether we
were right or wrong. With his legal
ability he can twist an Act any way he
requires, and we do not get from him
that true legal opinion which, probably,
hie would give to a client seeking his ad-
vice.

Mfr. Thomson: You infer that he is
wrong?

The; MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
and T know it is so. As I say,
the purchase of the steamer will he bene-
ficial to the State. With the erection of
the meat works, we must provide ship-
ping facilities, for I am confident that
for ninny years to come it will he almost
impossible to secure suitable charters for
the carrying of meat from the North-
West. If, we failed to provide those
shipping facilities we would be squeezed
by the meat trust and the shipping ring
to such an extent that it would be almost
impossible to maintain the meat works;
and the losers would be our own people
developing the pastoral areas in the
Morth-West.

Mr. Gilchrist: Will the steamer be used
between Wyndham and Fremantle, or be-
tween Wynvrdhiam and the Old Country?

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
will depend on the requirements. There
must be other vessels, in addition to this
one.

Mr. George: How many others?
The MI1NISTER FOR WORKS: That

will depend on the prospects. No others
have been puLrchased as yet, but we realise
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that we wvilI require more. Three or four'
years ago the consumlptionl in tihe metro-
politan area was 600 bullocks a week.
To-day it is, perhaps, 800 or 900 a week.
The requirements of the metropolitan
area are increasing almost daily.

MNr. George: This boat should meet tin,
annuaol output.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But
time is required for the boat to come and
go. The purchase of this sleamer will
assist in the development of the North-
WVest. It was necessary' to jput the meal-
her for Murray-Wellington right. If hie
reads thle files, lie will find t hat his state-
moets were wrong.

Mr. George: I. find they are absolutely
confirmed.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I intend to
vote for thle amendment to strike the
item out. It is not a question of being
in favour of or opposed to State steam-
ships. This is not the time to consider
that question. We are protesting against
the purchase of a certain Diesel engine
ship. I, support the amendment because I
consider the purchase quite illegal and
certainly unconstitutional. It was made
without the consent of Parliament when
the consent of Parliament could have been
easily obtained. If one can read com-
mon sense into the answers of the Pre-
mier to the leader of the Opposition onl
thle 3rd August regarding this matter,
the Premier, to put it mildly, was any-
thing but candid. It might be said the
questions referred to a steamer to be
built, but is not that taking a very fine
point when he knew the leader of the
Opposition desired certain information?
The Premier's answers were not courteous
to the House. It has been frequenly,
stated that the unfortunate purchase If
the "Western Australia" was made on
the recommendation of the Agent Gen-
era]. We are told that the purchasec of
the "Kangaroo" was made on the recoin-
mendation of the Agent General.

The Premier: No.
Hor,. J. D. CONNOLLY: It has beet,

stated, and it is not correct. Accord-
ing to his cable, hie was not asked to
malke ally recommendation, or if lie was

lie did not make a favourable recommen-
dat ion.

The Premier: He was never asked for
one.

I-on. J. D. CONNOLLY: If the Agent
General is not loaded with the respon-
sibilit ,y for tile purchase of this ship, an
attemplt is Ibeing made by the manager
of the State steamiship service to saddle
him with that responsibility. On page
16 of the file under dlate 29th July,
3\Ir. Stevens, writing to tile Colonial Sec-
retary. said-

Onl tile 27th the following cable was
also sent to the Agent General, "Coil-
idenlial inquire Diesel ship consider-
i ng purchase but wvould like to know
hiow it. is that such a favourable com-
mercial ship becomes availahle for sale
to uts considering state shipping mar-
ket. Reply promptly please and ge;
Biles ]told offer open plending our de-
cision.

No particulars were given in thle cable
to time Agent General as to the price or
thle cap~acity of the ship. The reply
stated-

Confidential referring to your cable
dated 27th July, as result inquiries
made, advise early Diesel steamers not
very satisfactory but later built proved
satisfactory in every way.

The Agent General was speaking in at
general way.

'JhIe Premier: You do not think wye
wvere fools enoughl to take that as Sir
Newton M~oore's personal advice; it wvas
advice someone had given him.

Hor. J. I). CONNOLLY: But when hie
advises the Government, hie accepts the
responsibility of cabling the opinions to
the Government.

The Premier: That is not the reason
why tie boat wvas available to its. We
discovered it afterwards.

Hoin. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Agent
Gencral replied in a general way that
the early Diesel steamers were not satis-
factory'N but lately they were quite satis-
factory. He did not say one wvord in
reg-ard to the capacity, draft or suita-
biliiv to climatic conditions of the "Kan-
garoo." On these two cables the mans-
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!rer of the State steamship service wrote
to the Colonial Secretary thus--

I submit now that the latter cable
should satisfy the Government that the
ship offered is in every way satisfac-
tory, and the Government is justified
in accepting Sir John Biles's recom-
mendation of her.

There is not a single wvord in the Agent
General's cable that he believed or dis-
believed the report and information be
received regarding the ship.

Thle Premier; What point are you mak-
ing?

lion. J. D). CONNOLLY: That the
manager of the State steamnship service
is trying to saddle the Agent General
with recommending the purchase of this
steamer

Trhe Premnier: No.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: 'Mr. Stevens

wrote-
I submit now that the latter cable

should satisfy the Government that the
ship is in every way satisfactory.
The Premier: You cannot convince any

Of may ,VSupporters on that.
'Ton. J. D. CONNOLLY: No.
Mr. George: We cannot convince them

on anything.
Ron. J. fl. CONNOLLY: In Mr.

Stevens's report to thie Colonial Secre-
retary, a vecry special reaqon is put forth
why the ship shiould lie purchased. but
if it proves anything it is that there wvas
no evidence on which the ship should he
purchased. Yet A-r. Stevens built Iris
case on that cable from the Agent Gen-
eral. I am glad to hear that the Gov-
ernment do not attach any responsibility
to the Agent General in connection with
the purchase of this ship because it would
he very unfair. I am reminded of a cer-
tam cable sent to Sir Newvton Moore in
regzard to the sale of the "Western Aums-
tralia." According to the report of the
select committee on the W vndhama freez-
ing works, the Agent General was cabled
to get an offer for the "Western Aus-

The Minister for Works: What has
that to do with this boat?

lion. J. D. CONNOLLY: A lot. -Mr.
Stevens wvent to Watson Bros., the agents
of MeUCaul and Co. "ho were to sell
the "Western A ustralia," and informed
them that a cable had been sent 16 the
Agent General, and Watson Bros. cabled
t heir principals in L~ondon t hus-

A message loas becen sent to Moore.
Will call upon you. Aut horities here
anxious hie cables Premier accept the
proposal.

What an extraordinary' posit ion in which
to place thle Agent General.

Thle 1ilimister for Works: Do you sayv
Mr. Stevens went there and told t hemn to
send that cable!

Hon. J. 1). CONNOLLY: The evidence
shows that 31r. Stevens wvent there in
connection with getting rid of the "W\\est-
ern Australia" in order that [lie "Kan-
garloo" might be bought.

The INinister for Works: That has no-
thing to do with the purchase of the Die-
sel ship.

Hon. .3. D. CONNOLLY: ft has, Mr.
Stevens rang Watson Bros. upi to let their
principals know that a cable had lbeen
sent to the Agent General to try and sell
the "Western Australia."

The Minister for Works: It had no-
thing to do wvith the purchase of the
"Kangaroo."

Hon. J. Dl. CONNOLLY: It hod. After
a I clenbone conversation with Mr. Ste-
vens, Watson Bros. sent a cable to their
rrilei pals to sell thle steamer and to let
dhemi understand the Government were
anxious lie should recommend the sale of
this ship. If this is the way the Govern-
ment get recommendations from the
Agent General and then saddle him with
the responsibility, it is extremely unfair.

'The MNinister for Works: I agree with
you.

lRon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Agent
General has had nothingz to dto with thet
putrchase of the "Kangaroo." I would
not like my old friend to be saddled with
the responsibility which ik not his, as some
bave saddled him with th~e responsibili! v
for buying the "Western Australia."

The Minister for Works: It is you who
turned dog- on your mate.
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Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I do not
think much of Ministers who turn dog, on
their Agent General and put on himi the
responsibility for lbuying the "Western
Australia", whien he hand nothing to rio
with it.

The Minister for Works: I-e dlid have
to do -with it.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Probably' to
(lie extent of forwarding information
upon the subject when be was told the
Government wanted (lie ship. The Min-
ister for Works took to task the member
for Murray-Wellington, for having mnis-
quoted the file. I venture to say that any-
one looking through the file will he a
very clever person if at a mere glance
hie can detect the fact that there are two
steamers being spoken of. No fair-
minded person would accuse an lion. mem-
ber of intentionally misquoting the file
when that bon. member stated that only
one steamer was dealt with on the file.
I have since looked carefully through the
file and find that there is reference to an-
other North-West steamer.

The Minister for Works: The lion.
member read it out to the Committee.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: A minute
appears on the file, written to Cabinet
by the Colonial Secretary on the 2nd
August. Cabinet aipproved of the pur-
chase on that datfe, the dlay before the
question I have referred to was answered
in Parliament. The minute reads-

In view of the report of Sir John
Biles, the fame of the builders, and the
strong case put up by the Acting Man-
ager of the State Steamship Service,
I think we should buy this ship. pro-
vided that the purchase can be finnced
in such a way as would not drain our
financial resource-, at a, period like this
when it is necessar y to conserve our
public funds. It would he unwise in
my opinion to go on with the Wynd-
ham meat works unless provision be
made to bring produce down, for with-
out a suitable ship -we could not operate
the works after their completion.

That is a very plain statement. The Mtin-
ister for Works said there were two
steamers in question. That is admitted,
but is he fair in stating that the member

for Murray-Wellington or any other
member intentionally misquoted the file!

The Minister for Works: He did not
miisquote; hie only misrepresented.

Ron. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Colonial
Secretary talks about bringing the pro-
dIime down. That means, of course, from
Wyndhani to Fremantle. I accept the
Minister's statement, -that the want of re-
'commendation alludied to by the member
for ilurray-Wellington refers to another
steamier. I am going to vote against the
item because-

The Premier: Out of pure cussedness.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Anything is

pure cussedness that does not suit the
Premier. I will vote against it becaus-e
I arn not justified in doing anything else.
The purchase is an illegal and unconsti-
tutional one. Jt is unconstitutional, in
my opinion, for the reason that when
invited by the leader of the Opposition
to take Parliament into his confidence
the Premier was not only not candid in
his answers to questions on the subjct
but, to say the least of it, misleading

Mr. JAMES G-ARDINER: I propose
to confine the few remarks I have to make
to the principle of this transaction. If
ever there were grounds for a no-confi-
dence motion in this I-ouse and I bad the
choosing of them I would choose these
grounds, the grounds of the purchase of
this steamer. The leader of the Opposi-
tion, however, and some of his party,
chose other grounds. We saw them more
from the standard of high principles
down to the amendment which suggested
something ignoble, or a desire to get on
the Trea-sury benches at any cost. Just as
sore as they felt on the question of the
Nrcvanas contract so sore do I feel about
the purchase of this steamer.

M-r. George interjected.

Mr. JAMES GARDIN ER: I do not al-
ways follow the hon. member in his quiet
interjections. I would, however, remind
him that the prov'erb says that it is a
wviser thing to be praised by other people
than to be praised with ones own lips.
G.4ranting that there was a necessity for
that urgency which the Honorary Minis-
ter (Hon. R. H. Underwood) advanced,
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and granting that thre Government were
getting a bargain, anyone who is, in toiich
with the purchase of steamnships at the
jprescnt juncture or has been in touich
with them during the war knows that the
price of steamers has gone up to a fabu-
IOUs amount, Indeed, talking wvith, one
of the directors of one of thre largest
concerns in Western Australia only about
three weeks ago, I was told by him that
he knew of a boat which was sold just
before the war for £E65,000, and had been
resold since for £165,000. I am granting
that. I am gratnting, too, that the pur-
chase is not illegal, as laid down by the
member for Canning. There are funds
provided which apparently my hon.
friend has no knowledge of. I, therefore,
warned him that bie was treading onl
questionable ground. Granting all this,
(his fact stands out, namely, that Parlia-
ment was sitting at the timie. Granting-
as well that the Government had to ob-
serve certain forms-I do not want to
use the word "secrecy"-of not letting-
the public know what -was stipulated in
the contract, if the Government desired to
show any sincerity in this House I1 think
the Premier could easily have come round
to both thre leader of the Opposition and
to me as the then leader of the Coun try
party in the matter. Here would have
been tw'o men who are known to have
borne a great deal of hard criticism for
giving promises and for keeping them.
I claim for both myself and my fellow,
members of the Midlands; that when wve
gave a promise we always redeemed Ui.
Here was, an opportunity for the Pre-
mier of the State to have availed himself
of, and to have consulted those people
who would religiously have kept his con-
fidence, just as they- would have keptp
may I say, that of their most secret sin.
If hie had done this they would have for-
gotten many of the other things which
the Government have done, and would
have said that they thought this was a
wise purchase, or an Unwise Purchase.
If they had thought it was a wise pur-
chase, when it came before the Hfous e
they would have risen and defended it
with the Government. There would have

been a wonderful amount of force in such
an arrangement.

The Premier: Suppose you said on
the other hland that you considered the
purchase would be unwise, being led by
your party views on the question of
State steamships, what Would you then
have expected me to do?

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: I might
not have said it wvas an unwise purchase.
If the P'remier i% going to arrogate to
himself the right of controlling the purse
of this State and to say that whenever he
thinks it is right to complete a transac-
tion lie will do so, he will be taking a
very much bigger risk than if he eon-
suited first with other people.

The Premier: That is not the position.
M,%r. JAME GARIER: That is the

position as I viexv it. I am willing at all
times to consider what is best and what
is most expedient for this State outside
of keeping within the four corners of the
constitution. I realise that in anl emer-
gency Ministers are given a reserve
power. I have not much sympathy with
tie people wvho claim on the one hand
that the Government of the country must
be carried out in a business-like way, and
thena onl the other hand if the Government
do treat the matter in a business-like man-
ner and fail, they condemn them for it.
I f we ure going to have business men at
the head of affairs, these business men
every now* and again in the interests of
the State are going to take advantage of
a bargain just the same as we do in our
owl] business, or they are not fit to be
members of the Ministry. I have no sym-
pathy for the pitfle I hear talked about
business and the business knowledge of
this House. I say emphatically that we
promised to give this Government every
help. Onl what ground? Largely on the
ground of gratitude, so far as I am eon-
eorned. I cannot forget that the inter-
ests of those men who have sat in this
corner of the House have received prac-
tically every consideration that could pos-
sibly he given to them by this Govern-
menit, and I have not yet learned to bite
the hand that offers me bread, even if
it does not give me butter on the bread

2455



2456 [ASSEMBLY.]

when I want it. Behind many of the
things I hlave done and said thlere is a
recognition of thle fact that in our] ex-
tremity such measures were adopted by
the Government as have been for tile
benefit of the State. 1 confess, however,
that I have a feeling of resentment that
in these circumstances some, at least, of
the members of the House were not con-
stilted before this purchase was coin-
p~leted when Parliament was act ually sit-
ting.' Now, what am f asked to do? I an'
asked to strike out this item. I do not
wilfully make myself ridiculous. Would
it not be ridiculous to strike out an item
the money concerned in which we know
has been spent? At the same time I
enter my' protest against a transaction
such as this with every power 1 possess.
I care aot wvhich side of the House takes
such a course. When Parliament is sit-
ting I want to see thle rights of Parlia-
ment respected, and there is no way in
which the rights of Parliament, especi-
ally in the Lower House, can be more re-
spected than in connection with the con-
trol of the public purse. To strike out
an item which I know has been paid does
alot appeal at. all to my sense of fitness.

The PRfEIER: I nm surprised at
the attitude of the leader of time Oppo-
sition. According to common knowedge,
this is a subject uplonl which that hon.
gentleman and some of the members of
the Opposition proposed to launch a vote
of want of confidence in the Government.

Hon. Frank Wilson: From whom did
you get that information?

r'Iio PREMRIER: From one of thie cave..
Hon. Frank 'Wilson: You are making

an incorrect statement.
Mir. George: Time Premier is only fish-

ing.
The PREMIER: The subject is so im-

portant, anyhow, that the Opposition
hlave been making preparations in regard
to it for some time. The member for Canl-
ning obtained information on this matter
from me a month or six weeks ago.

Air. Robinson: Not a word, ais the
Premier well knows, relating to this sub-
ject matter. That referred to quite an-
other subject. I am astonished that the

Premier should make such at statement,
because it is not true.

T he PREIER: The hon. member
might contain himself. The question bas
been regarded by our friends opposite as
most important. I aml prepared to
admit that, as the member for Irwin has
said, it is one which, from the Opposi-
tion point of view, might fairly form the
basis of a want of confidence motion
against the Government. That being so,
the leader of the Opposition is not shoIw-
ing fair consideration either to myself
as head of the Government or to the
Committee in neg-lecting the opportunity
of making Is ease, so as to enable me
to reply.

Hion. Frank Wilson: You can reply
to me. You canl speak, as often ats you
like.

The PREMIER: The leader of. the
Opposition wvants me to lay my cards oin
the table, so that lie canl choose those
which suit hin, and discard the others.

Air. George: Why do you object, if
you hlave nothing to fear 9

The PREMIER : I have nothing to
fear;, but it is not cricket. The argu-
inent of thle member for Canning is
merely an appeal to thle jury, or a ptiece
of special pleading. The lion. member
has given a legal opinion, hut we know
that conflicting legal opinions are giveni
to thie two pail ics to every lawsuit. Tile
member for Canining said that lie had
no intention of raisinig the questioii
wvhether it was or was not desirable that
the State should operate a steamship ser'-
vice. 1, too, say that at the moment the
question of (tl establishment of the
State Steamship Service is not under
consideration, though I have no doubt
the leader of the Opposition will again
make an attack onl the State Steamship
Service, as hie does onl any and ever~y
occasion-even when speaking onl the
Health Department.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are we not dis-
cussing Stale steamers now, 'Mr. Chair-
loanV

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.
The PREMIER: I say that thie leader

of the Opposition, in conformity with
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his usual tactics, will attack this ques-
tion, not from the point of vie % of the
purchase of a new steamer, but from the
point of view of the establishment of the
State Steamship Service.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And why should
I not?

The PREMIER : Because the bon,
member leads a party who, in 1911, went
to the people and said they would estab-
lish a State Steamship Service.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You have used
that fifty times, and it is wrong.

The PREMIER: I can produce that
statement in the bon. member's published
speech.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You cannot.
The PREMIER : The [ion. member

said he was going to establish a State
Steamship Service for the purpose of
breaking the meat ring.

Hon, Frank Wilson: 1 did not say
anything about the meat ring.

The PREMIER : The hon. member
should look up some of the speeches lie
has published.

Mr. Robinson: This is a side issue.
The PREMIER: It-is not a side issue.

It is all-important for the point I want
to make. The last Parliament, in which
we sat with 34 members on this side out
of 50, passed a Loan Bill providing
£100,000 for the establishment of (he
State Steamship Service. Therefore, the
Government in starting the service acted
quite legally.

Mr, Robinsop: No one suggested you
did not.

The PREMIER : Then we are in
agreement on that point. Now, prior to
11)11. there was not a State in the Com-
monwealth where the expenditure of
public money was under such loose con-
trol as it was in Western Australia.

I- o n. 'Frank Wilson: Prior to when?
The PREMIER: There was not a

State in Australia where public funds
were used so loosely as they' were by
lion, members opposite for making Pur-
chases in which their political frieads
were interested.

,Hqq. Frr. .Wilso.n . Oh!

Th le PREMIER: And the funds were
used withuat the aulthui ity of Parkia-
met.

Mr. Robinson: Why not answer [lhe
member for Canning? Two wrongs do
not make one right.

The PREMIER: There arc no two
wrongs so far as the present Govern-
ment are concerned. Our friends op)po-
site, who attack the Government for
having, ex pended mioney illegally, are the
greatest offenders in that respect. I
have previously nmentioned the putrchase
of the Avondale estate. Was authority
obtained for that?

Mr. Robinson: Was Parliament sit-
ting?

Hon. Frank W ilson : The Government
had the authority, and the Premier
knows it.

The PREMIER: No. Then there was
the purchase of the Dalkeith estate. That
question was considered by the then
Governmeut while Parliament was actu-
ally sitting. The first proposal in con-
nection with tile estate was submitted by
a g-entleman named Stereo. He said he
was prepared to negotiate for the sale,
and the figure lie mentioned was £25,000.
This was on the 3rd October7 19.10. The
proposal was submitted to the depart-
menit dealing with repurchased estates,
and they replied to Mr. Verco, without
reference to anyone, thanking him and
saying that the department were not at
the time considering the purchase of
any more land. That was on the 21st
November, .1910: On the 13th Decem-
her of the same year the then Premier
wrote to Mr. S. F. Moore, M.L.A.-

'With reference to our conversation
yesterday, I have the hionour to advise
you that Cabinet have carefully con-
sidered the p~roposal that the Govern-
ment should purchase Gallop's estate,
and hare decided that they cannot
entertain the offer made by you.

On the 7th 'March, 1911-
Hon. Frank Wilson: Are yOU quoting

from fles?
The PREAITER: No; from notes I

made years ago.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: I should like to
have the files.

The PREMIER: I will lay them on
the Table when the discussion is over,
and the hon, member will find in them
a good deal to interest him.

Hon. Frank Wilson : I claim them
now, if the Premier is quoting frrn
them now.

The PREMIER: I will place them on
the Table. On the 7th March, 1911-
two or three months afterwards-MNr.
Charles Sommers, not in his personal
capacity but as Sommers & Co., writes
that he is authorised by the mortgagees
to offer the Dalkeith estate for £11,200.
He writes that to thle Premier, and not
to the department handling repurchiased
estates.

Member : What was the previous
price?

The PREMIER; Twenty-five thousand
pounds was suggested as a basis for
negotiations. The price suggested by
Mr. S. F. 'Moore is not known, there
being no particulars of it on the file..
On the 10th March, 1011, the Under
Secretary for Public Works put up a
minute commencing-

As instructed by the hon. the Pre-
mier's office, I visited Dalkeith with
Mr. Hall this afternoon.

The minute then sets out the values
placed upon the land and improvements,
totalling £11,605. On the top of that
there is a minute from Mr. Stronach,
the then Under Secretary for Works, to
Mr. Hall-

Please keep this confidential.

Sitting suespended from 6.17 to 7.30 p.m.

The PREMIER: Prior to the tea ad-
journent I read a letter by th *e Under
Secretary for W~orks to the land resump-
tion officer asking him to keep this matter
confidential. I went now to inform the
Committee what it was that he desired
should be kept confidential. I have ex-
plained that Mr. Sommers, representing
Chas. Sommers & Co., had written to the
Premier, 'Nfr. Wilson, offering this estate
for fif,200, ad that 'on instruct itins

from the Premier's office, and not from
thle Minister for Works, as should have
been the case, the Under Secretary for
Works and the land resumption officer
viailed the Dalkeith estate and valued it
at £11,605. Some days afterwards Mr.'
Sommers wrote to Mr. Wilson asking him
to deal with the matter on that day, as
Cabinet was meeting on that day, and to
advise him in the afternoon. On the 14th
MaNfrch, 1911, Cabinet considered the pro-
position and approved of an offer being
made of £E10,000. The Premier wrote to
3Mr. Sommers advising him, and on the
22nd March Mr. Sommers wrote reduc-
ing the offer to £C11,000, and on the same
(lay Cabinet sat and approved of the pur-
chase.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: What has all this
to do with the State steamships?

The PREMIER: It has a lot to do
with them, as I will show if the hon.
mnember will follow me in patience. The
Under Secretary for Works then wrote
to the Secretary to the Premier stating-

I was advised hy Mr. Sommers per
telephone yesterday afternoon that the
Government had purchased the Dalkeith
estate for £11,000, and Mr. Sommers
asked that settlement be expedited. I
shall be glad to receive the Premier's
instruct ions. I would point out that
the estate was offered several weeks
ago by C. Robson, Fremantle, at
the above figure, and it was understood
by this department that if any purchase
was effected through Chas. Sommers &
Co., it would be at a less amount,
otherwise Mr. Robson, having first in-
troduced the matter, would possibly
claim commission from the vendor.

I am not going into the whole history
of the matter, but I just mention this to
show that notwithstanding the fact that
ain offer was made for the sale of this
estate to the Government through Rob-
son & Cox of Fremantle at £11,000--

Hon. Frank Wilson: Is that so?
The PREMIER: It is so.
Hon. Frank Wilson: Send the file

across; I claim it.
The PREMIER: The hon. member can

hare the file. dias. Sotum & Co. had
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made an offer direct to the Premier, and
not to the land resum~ption lepariment,
and thie Government purchased at the
price at which some weeks before Robson
had offered it to the Government. That
does not matter very muchb, but after the
purchase was notified to the Treasury--

Hon. Frank Wilson: Had Robson any
authority to offer it?

The PREMIER: I am not concerned
about that, The fact remains that Rob-
son did offer it, It is all on the file.
There are numerous letters from Robson
& Cox,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why did they not
get the commission then?

The PREMIER: Because the Govern-
ment purchased through Sommers & Co.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, because they
had no authority to offer the estate.

The PREMIER: Robson says other-
wise. Whea the Under Treasurer was
advised that this purchase bad been ap-
proved by Cabinet, he wrote this min-
ute-

There are no funds available for the
purchase of this istate and therefore
I shall be glad to have your approval,
as the charging of the amount to Loan
Suspense Account is sure to he ques-
tioned. It would not be correct to
so charge the amount unless it has been
arranged that the amount is to be fin-
ally provided in a Loan Bill.

Mr. Taylor: That is perfectly correct
onl the part of the Under Treasurer.

The PREMIER: The Under Treas-
urer had the matter brought under his
notice, and he wanted the acting Colonial
Treasurer to take the responsibility of
approving of the amount being charged to
Loan Suspense, because he said it was
sure to be questioned. Mr. Gregory, who
was acting Colonial Treasurer, wrote this
minuite-

Please pay from Loan Suspense;
Works and Crown Law to carefully
watch Crown's interest.

Afterwards the Government discovered
that they had no power of any descrip-
tion to purchase estates other than under
the Lands Nurchase Act, which deals with

agricultural lands for closer settlement.
They eniiled haive rp;nrd lnd for rail-
way or recreation purposes, so in order
to make thle thing appear to he legal,
they put up an Order in Council which
I have no hesitation in saying was noth-
ing more or less than a positive fraud.
They purchased an orchard and a vine-
yard for recreation purposes. The amus-
ing part of it is that we have the member
for Perth now talking about the illegal
actions of the present Government in
connection with the purchase of steamers,
and lie was one of the Ministers who ad-
vised the then Government to do this
thling. The two members of the Cabinet
who were present with the Governor
when the matter was fixed up were the
present member for Perth (Hon. J1. D.
Connolly) and 'Mr. Gregory, who wvas then
aeiing Colonial Treasurer. The Order in
Couincil, shorn of its formal language, set
out that the purchase -was "to provide a
public recreation ground at Dalkeith in
the Swan district." I have no hesitation
in repeating that that was an absolute
fraud. There was never any mention of
a recreation round when the purchase
took place.

Mr. Robinson: Is that the answer you
make to the charge against you of ille-
gally purchasing a steamer!

The PIREMIER: No. But I want the
lion. member to understand what coi-
pany hie fin~ds himself in. That was one
of the last acts of the Liberal Administra-
tion in 191l, and the hon. member after-
wards euflogised that. Administration. I
want him to know who his friends are.

Mr. Robinson : Why not anls~er my
charge?

The PREMIER : All in good time.
The then Premier was desirous of mnak-
ing a road right round the river front to
Claremont, and the Colonial Secretary
wanted more land for the old men's home.
Those were the only two reasons why
they purchased the Dalkeith estate for
£11,000. Can a public road he called a
recreation ground, or can the old me's
home be called a recreation ground!
They never had any title or right to make
the purchase, and as a matter of fact it
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required the present 'Government to legal-
ise that illegal act.

Mr. Smith: But they have something to
slhow for thiat £11,000; you have nothing
to show over Nevainas.

The PREMiER: Yes, we have, col-
malns of (lie Sunday Times. That is not
all. Up to the advent of the present
Governent, our predecessors had car-
ried on illegally from Loan funds by
creating what they termied a Loan Sus-
pense Account. There was no authority
for a Loan Suspense Account. Year after
year they expended money from Con-
solidated Revenue without any auihonity.
in fact, I am assured by someone who
ought to know that even the great Sir
John Forrest, when Treasurer of this
State, had to introduce excess Bills to
cover the expenditure which was not pro-
vided by the Estimates. When we camne
into power, we had to get legal authority
for excess on numerous items, excess
expenditure incurred by our friends oJ)-
posite, and for which they had never
obtained authority. WYe have heard a
goodl deal about secret contracts. I supj-
pose someone would suggest that we
should call tenders all cover the world
for thea supply of a suitable steamer.
There was only one available; it was on
the stocks and we purchased it. Our
friends opposite. without any authority,
juirchased a station in the North-West
at; a cost of Z1.0,600, and the deposit was
actually paid on that just prior to the
30th June, 1910. Parliament sat shortly
aferwvards and they completed the deal
without authority. The member for Can-
ning might also say that two wrongs do
not make a right. I am going to shiow
him that with all his legal knowledge he
does not understand the question of
public finance.

Mr. Robinson: Do you?
The PREMUIER: I am learning as I

go along. I do not say I know it thor-
oughly, but I knowv suffcient to show the
lion. member that he does not under-
stand too much about it. I might also
mention that the previous Government
also purchased Crawley Park for
£15,5Q2. They did not approach Parlia-

mnent and ask for authority; they took
the responsibility and did it. They had
not the slightest right to make that pur-
chase; they did it illegally. I could go
on enumerating numbers of similar in-
stances. Tijere has been hardly any Gov-
erment in this SIlate which have not
illegally-according to the member for
Canning-drawn money from public
accounts for the purpose of doing some-
thing for which they had no authority.
To those actions Parliament has at times
taken exception. At one time there wvas
a secret purchase at Fremntle. The
hion. member for Irwin (Ilr. James Gar-
diner) knows something about that. A
sum of £47,000 was paid for the purchase
of land of which a number of members
of Parliament were the previous owners.

Mr. Thomas: Did not the Government
consult Parliament?

The PEDMJNER: Only in an indirect
wvay. They consulted those members of
Parlijament who 'were the owners of the
land-although aflerwards those same
members complained that they had not
knowvn that the Government were pur-
chasing the land. Now I propose to go
back still further. I wvant to tell the
House that although I do not pride my-
self on being a Lord Beaconsfield, yet
here we have an instance in the Mother of
Parliaments wvhere the Prime Miinster,
absolutely off his own bat, without the
knowledge of his colleagues, purchased
C,000,000 worth of stock, Suez Canal
shares; and( he had to stand pretty severe
criticism on this action. Yet in the end
hie wvas supported onl the score that it
was a wvise action and saved the countr y.
I an, not suggesting that the purchase of
a ship for £140,000 compares with that
purchase of Suez Canal shares for
£4,000.000, hut I am. endeavouring to
show that even in the Mother of Parlia-
mnents Ministers have exceeded their duty
and have afterwards asked Parliament
to sanction their action. Lord Beacons-
field's purchase of those shares was made
on the 25th November, 1875. and Parlia-
mient was not asked to approve of the
purchase until the 15th Anmist. 1S76-
nearly 12 months afteryiards.
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Mr. George: What does M1ay say!
The PR liMIER: I do not k-now that

May takes any notice of this, any more
than hie has taken of a previous Govern-
ment's appointment of a certain Com-
missioner of Railways without the
sanction of Parliament, notwithstand-
ing that that Government had to
stand the racket of a no-confidence
motion on tihe strength of it. I do
niot know that M1ay has noted that.
Now I have pointed out that almost
every Goveroment have done these things,
have exceeded their dutty in regard to the
Constitution Act in connection wvith the
purchase of estates and the expenditure
of pulblic moneys in, other directions
withu awll Appropiriation Bill.

21r, Thompson: Did you. niot protest at
tile time?

The P'REMIER: I believe I did; but
while I protested, when I afterwards had
an opportunity I pitt things on such a
basis that it would not again be neces-
sary for others to protest. The member
for Canning (M1r. Robinson) made refer-
ence to the Audit Act. After all, I may
point out that the control of public funds
is principally laid down in the Constitu-
tion Act, and] the Constitution Act does
not provide any method of dealing with
Loan e Ends, but deals specifically with
Cons olidated Rlevenue F unds. The Con-
stitution Act provides, on the other hand,
that laws may be miade for the purpose
aif handling public funds. We passed the
Audit Act of 1004 ' wh~ich repealed the
previous Act of, I think, ISMS In Siec-
tion 31 the Audit Act provides-

No -money shall be drawvn from the
public accounts-

And that includes qli the funds, Corsoii-
dated Revenue, Loan and Trust. Thu
Section conjtinue-

Except uinder ant appropriation
mnade li 'v law or Iny the authority of the
Governor.

And the Interpretation Act says that
wvhere "the Governor" appears in any
,kct of Parliament, it shall he interpreted
:o mean the Governor-in-Council. So the
Audit Act, of which I believe the mem-
3er for Irwin (Mr. James Gardiner) is

;he author, deliberately provides that no

moneys should be drawn from puiblic ac-
count except uinder an appropriation
mnade by law, or.by authority of tie
Governor -in -Council. We have to
admit that it does not give carte
blavche to die Governor- in- Council.
He must do these ihing-s in accord-
ance with law. He could niot draw
from public account without reference
10 Parliatment or to any Acts or regula-
lions in operation. He has to do it law-
fully. I propose to show how we have
(lone it in accordance with time law. The
lhon, member referred to Section 60, le
says I uised] Section (JO for the purpose
of showing that all conditions applying
to Consolidated Revenue appily also to
Loan. I say it is so, and under these
circumstances, where we have a provision
in the Audit Act to excess Consolidated
Revenue, we can excess Loan Funds in the
same way. 1 would like to point out that
up to thie advent of the present Govern-
nient, year after year the Government in-
troduced the Revenue Estimates u])ofl

which they had a division known, in the
case of 1011, their last year, as Division
No. 22, Advance to Treasurer. This
division was worded as follows:

To enable the Treasurer to make ad-
vances to public officers, on account of
other Governmenits, etc., also to pay
expenses of an unforeseen nature .
which will be submitted in detail for
P'arliamientary appropriation during-
die yeaqr 1.11-.12, £200,000. ljedur-t
Treasurer's advance, £209,000.

It was a perfect farce. There was no vote
[here; it was never pas-sed as a vote; im-
mnediately they passed it they deducted it,
and no item was passect at all. 'When we
came into office-this point had been lpre-
viously discussed-i asked that this
should he put on a satisfactory basis. I
said I did not want to be responsible for
drawing money from public account ex-
cept in a legal manner,. . said I requiredl
that some p~rovision shoul0d 11e made by
which we could legally draw from public
Accounts for thme purposes provided in
the Treasurer's Advance. 'What did we
do? We put up in our Appropriation
Bill the following schedule, and added it
to the total:-
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To be issued, it and wh'len required,
from the public account, to enable the
Treasurer to make adlvances to public
officers, or for payment of deposits on
contracts, or on account of other Gov-
ernments, etc. Also to pay expenses of
an uInforeseen nature, aslo increases of
salaries in accordance with the decisions

ofthe Public Ser-vice Appeal Board
dalted l6th' December, 1914, chargeable
against thle Consolidated Revenue Fund
or the General Loan Fund; such dis-
bursemients to be transferred monthly
to the respective votes and services and
to be shown as excesses thereon, or as
new items. The appropriation may also
include expenditure in excess of the
provision of any Loan Act pending
statutory authority for the raising of
such moneys, and such expenditure to
be charged to Loan Suspense Account,
to be subsequently submitted to Parlia-
inent for sp~ecific appropriation. The
whole amounit to be adljusted not later
than 20th June, 1916.

1 ill rending from last year's Bill.
Mr. Robinson: You have not exeessed

,a Loau Act.
The PREMIER: Let me tell the hion.

mienmber that we will not excess a Loan
Act, because we provided a Loan Act for
the expenditure; but we made provision
there that when an amount provided in
a Loan Bill has become exhausted, we
can, by the 'Treasurer's Advance, which
is set out in the Appropriation Act, ex-
cess flint amount pending all additional
appropriation from Parliament under a
Loan Bill.

[31r. XcDoivoll took the Chair.]
Mr. Robinson But you have not done

it that way.
Inhe PREMIER : It my be said, of

course, that tUmld.(it not give uts power
to operate under that during the current
year; but the first Sup ply Bill I intro-
duced this year made lprovision for
£300,000 for Treasurer's Advance, and
the Audit Act provides that notwithstand-
io1W tile exipiration of the financial year,
thle expenditure would continue under
Supply Bills until newv Estimates were
introduced, so long as authority had been
granted for expenditure under these items

in the Loan Bill or in the Loan Estimates.
ill 1912 we submitted to Parliament a
Loan Bill upon which we provided
£:100,000 for State steamships. We did
not specify the purchase of any parti-
cular boat, but we provided that amount
for (lhe establishment of a State Steam-
ship Service.

lon. Frank WVilson: When was that?
The PREMIER: In 1912.
I-Ion. Frank Wilson: But you had al-

ready bought the steamers.
I tri. Robinson: That is one thing, but

this is quite another.
Tile PREMIER: Of coarse it is. 1

am trying to show the ba,. member that
while it is different from the point of
viewv of one being a Loan Bill providing
moneys expended, and another intro-
duced authorising, in conformity with the
Loan Bill, the additional expenditure, yet
unzder the arrangement we have made we
have legally expended this money. On
that Loan Bill of 1012 we had an item,
"State Steamships, £100,000." That was
a definite item approved by Parliament,
just as we have in the p~ast provided for
railways and numerous other public
wvorks; an'] before a new Loan Bill is in-
troduced thie whlole of the loan autliori-
sal ion has been expended. That happens
every year. When the loan money has
been expiended we do not stop the work
an(d say "WVe must wait until a new Loan
Bill is introduced." We dhd not do even
as our friends opposite did, namely,
spend additional money without aultho-
rity. But we have provided by Act of
Parliament that there should be £300,000
available to the Treasurer under "Trea-
surer's Advance" and that wye may temn-
lporarily draw under "Treasurer's Ad-
vance" until a Loan Bill has been intro-
duced which gives the appropriation. W~e
can excess an item which is already pro-
vided in the Loan Bill. The difference
between our- nction in this connection and
the action of our predecessors is
that there never was an item for
the purchase of tile Crawley estate
or for the purchase of a cattle station in
the North-West. Let me ask: If the item
of £100,000 provided for State steam-
ships were to become exhausted, and we
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purchased a dinghy for one of our ves-
sels for £-16, would heon. members take
exception?

,Mr. Thompson: There is a slight dif-
ference.

The PREMIER: But the principle is
the same.

Mr. Robinson: You have not execessed
any item here.

Tile PREMIER: We have excessed
the item State Steamship Service, for
which £100,000 had been previously
voted. If we had bought a dinghy for
£16 and the vote was exhausted, the same
principle would be involved. I have en-
deavoured to show that we were entitled,
even on old-established precedent, to ex-
cess an item which had been provided on
a Loan Bill for the purpose of carrying
on an established service. It would be
an entirely different proposition if we
had purchased a steamer to establish a
new service, but we -have bought a new
steamer to become part of an established
steamship service. We sent the "Western
Australia" Home to be sold-we have
made a better bargain than by selling
her-and we had to replace her and we
purchased a new steamer for that pur-
nose. Would the lion, member ask uis, in
the event of our having excessed the
amount provided in the Loan Bill for the
construction of railways in agricultural
districts, to close dowvn on such works
until we obtained a Loan Hill authorising
us to proceed? 'Will hie tell mue a single
instance where a Government have intro-
duceed, while Parliament has been sitting,
a special Loan Bill for the purpose of
passing expenditure on a single item
when there was a Loan Bill before the
House to cover all their expenditure?
There has never been such a case. I
maintain that we have done right. We
made provision for a State Steamship
Service; we made provision in the Loan
Appropriation Act that if the amount
provided was expended we could excess
it, and we have taken the earliest oppor-
tunity to approach Parliament to obtain
the necessary appropriation to cover the
expenditure. I am not going into the

[87]

question of the wisdom of purchasing
this steamer. The Honorary Minister has%
dealt with that. I am merely answering
the member for Canning. He urged that
we should immediately approach Parlis-
meat to obtain authority. The purchase
of this steamer was not completed until
the trial took place. I do not refer, as
the leader of the Country party did, to
the run down the slips. I refer to the
trial, according to the shipping contract
made in the presence of those acting on
behalf of the Government, and no better
experts could be found. That trial took
place on the 22nd October, but in antici-
pation of the trial being successful and
of our being called upon to complete the
bargain, I introduced a Loan Bill for the
amount oII the 19th October, and because
the Opposition have introduced no-con-
fidenee motions to gain time for their own
party purposes. the Loan Appropria-
tion Bill has not been passed prior to the
completion of the contract. The member
for Canning might recognise that point.
After all the talk of secrecy, the fact re2-
mains that, three days prior to the trial
and the completion of the bargain, I in-
troduced a Loan Bill which is now before
the House providing for this amount.
Yet the hon. member says we have done
this thing illegally, and the leader of the
Country party says it is quite an unusual
practice. It is unusual to this extent,
that it has been done in accordance with
the law, and that Parliament was ap-
proached as soon as practicable; this is
unusual in the lighit of the action of pre-
vious Governments.

Mr. Robinson: When did you pay the
moneyI

The PREMIER: We have not paid
the money yet, or if we have, only dur-
ing the last few days.

Mr. Robinson: What was the date of
the agreement to Purchase?

The PREMNIER: As soon as we agreed
it was desirable to purchase a steamer,
copies of the files were made and laid on
the Tables of both Houses.

Mr. Thomson: You never asked the
House for authority.
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The PREMIER: We could not ask for
authority until the contract was com-
pleted.

Mr. George: Oh, oh!

Hon. Frank Wilson;: You are getting
deeper into the mire.

Mr. Robinson: W1hen did the Agent
General buy?

The PREMIER: He entered into an
arrangement to buy some time previous
to the papers being laid on the Plable-
only a few days.

Mr. Robinson: You authorised him on
the 4th August.

The PREMIER: We did not; we told
him we approved of the purchase subject
to the trial being satisfactory and if the
purchase could be arranged on a certain
basis.

Mr. Robinson; When (lid he sign the
agrecement?

The PREMIER: When it was seen
there was a possibility of him accepting
that as a direction to complete, we told
him not to complete until he had final-
ised matters and submitted them to us
for approval. They were finalised by
being passed through Executive Council
on the Wednesday and, on the following
Tuesday we submitted the files to both
Houses of Parliament. What more Nvould'
the bon. member ask? We prepared our
Loan Bill and submitted it to Parlia-
ment with that item in it on the 190h
October, and part of the arrangement
made was that the trial should be satis-
factory, and the trial did not take place
till the 22nd October, wvhen the Bill asking
for authority was before the House. The
Opposition have found it to their advant-
age to hold uip the business of Parlia-
ment, and I cannot he held responsible
for the Loan Bill not having been passed
vet.

Mr. Robinson: Why not answer the
question?7 When did Ihe Agent General
in fact close the contract with the owners
of that ship?

The PREMIER: He did not finally
close the deal until after the trial; the
trial had to be satisfactory.

Mr. Robinson: Whien did he make
that arrangement?

The PRE'MIER: Prior to the 22nd
October.

Mr. Robinson: Was not it about the
6ith or 7th August?

Trhe PREMIER: No.
Mr. Robinson: It is not on the file.
The CHAiRMAN: Order! This con-

versation has proceeded far enough.
The PREMIER: The member fox

Canning is evidently devoting a good
deal of time to looking up authorities on
the expenditure of public moneys with-
out considering what we have done. Un-
der the conditions which prevailed prior
to the advent of the present Government,
such, action would have been illegal, but
I assert most definitely that, having oh-
tained authority from Parliament to es-
lablish a State Steamship Service, and
having provided under the Appropria-
tion Act of last year for authority to
excess any item on a Loan Bill until a
newv Loan Bill had been introduced, Par-
liament had authorised mne to continue
the State Steamship Service to the ex-
tent of buying either a dinghy or a new
steamer. Whether the purchase was de-
sirab~le or not is another question. The
member for Irwin suggested that we
might have approached the leaders of the
two parties, but if we had approached
them, that would not have legalised our
action. An agreement or arrangement
made between the parties of this House
would not be an appropriation by this
Parliament and, even if they had given
ine their full concurrence that no excep-
tion would be taken, it would not have
overcome the objection of the member for
Canning that our action was illegal. It
tniirht have overcome some criticism, but
the member for Irwin will surely admit
hie would not be likely to go to his op-
ponent and ask for an agreement on a
matter to which lie knew his opponent
was likely to be antagonistic. The leader
of the Opposition is antagonistic to the
State Steamship Service and to suggest
to him that we should add to it, even to
the extent of replacing a boat we had
on the market for sale, would not have
heen tolerated by him for a moment. The
hon. member would not have listened to
such an idea; therefore to ask me to do
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something which, on the face of it would
be a positive absu.rdity, is unreasonable.
I repeat that we have acted legally in
this matter. 'We did not put up a false
Order in Council; we have done what we
believed to be the correct thing in the in-
terests of the State. We have done what
Parliament permitted us to do when we
wvere allowed to establish the State Steam.-
ship Service, namely, to improve that ser-
vice when the opportunity arose. To say
that because I did not consult members
of the other parties in opposition was a
wrong action on my part is merely a
pious expression of opinion. It does not
overcome the fact that members on the
Government side are responsible to this
House and to the country, and we de-
liberately did this, believing it to be right
and I san prepared to take the respon-
sibilitv for it.

Mr. Thomson: Did the members of
your party know of it?

The PREMIER: The hon. member
need not worry how we consult the mem-
bers of our party. I must make passing
reference to the eriticism of the leader of
the Country party, and for the purpose
of this debate, I want to refer to him as
the member for Nelson rather than as the
leader of the Country party, because I
think he has not consulted the members
of his party on this matter. I believe he
expressed a personal opinion; I do not
think the members of his party support
his remarks. If they could not find better
arguments to oppose our action, they are
a helpless sort of crowd. The member for
Nelson started by protesting against the
Government's action because he believed
it to be unusual and illegal. I asked him
how he arived at the conclusion that it
was unusual and illegal and hie answered
that that was his opinion. Fancy him
making a definite assertion that our ac-
tinn bad been unusual and illegal and
then admitting that it was merely bis
opinion!

Mr. Thomson: It is time it was made
an unusual one.

The PREMfIER: Where is it unusual,
except that it is in accordance with the
law of the landI

Hon. Frank Wilson: Do ring off,
p lease,

The PREMIER: The statement that it
is illegal is absolutely unfounded. This
cannot be contradicted in view of the
facts I have mentioned, Of course the
member for Nelson is an expert on all
inarine, matters. Few men who have been
connected all their lives with tlie ship-
ping industry would be prepared to take
tip the attitude adopted by the member
for Nelson, True, there can always he
found in English speaking communities,
in pa rticitirn people willing and anxiouls
to condemn anything new and satisfied to
bang on to old conservative ideas. 1
might refer to the war; we have been 12
months trying to catch up to some of the
nations to whom we have been opposed
right through because we thought that
nobody's ideas were equal to our own
When the Englishman comes into the
field, however, there is no holding him
and this is -what is saving us. There are
a few people in ship ping circles who as-
sert that a Diesel oil ship is unsatisfac-
tory because the type has not been oper-
ating for a centucry or more. Ships of a
similar type have visited Western Aus-
tralia in recent months and have provedV
by voyages, not of a few miles along a
coast, but of long distances all over the
world, that they are satisfactory from
every point of view. -And yet the mem-
her for Nelson puts himself up as ai bet-
ter authority than a man who has dealt
nearly all his life with the question.
When the first Diesel engine ship was
built some were turned out that proved
to be failures, to a certain extent. They
have improved upon them now until to-
day there is not a steamship afloat that
is so satisfactory as the latest type of
Diesel engine oil ships.

Mrr. Green: There is a fleet of seven in
Denmark to-day.

The PREMIER: The member for
Nelson in rather a sarcastic manner sug-
gests that Mfessrs. Harland & Wolff are
after all pretty satisfactory as builders.

Mr. Willmott: They are the finest
builders in the world.

The PREMIER: There is an admis-
sion -which I will ask members to note.
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TPhis firm has turned us out a brand new
ship,and from the point of view of build-
ing she is, then, entirely satisfactory. We
have a man who has been retained by die
Government, in thie person of Sir John
Biles, to watch over our interests and ad-
vise us as to whether the ship was pro-
perly built and 'was a satisfactory ship.
Sir John Bides, of course, is only a man
who is attached to the Admiralty, advis-
ing the Admiralty on the construction of
super-dreadnoughts, Queen Elizabeths,
and torpedo and submarine boats. To
suggest that such an eminent man as this
gentleman could advise us on the ques-
tion of an ocean tramp of 6,000 tons is
of course an absurdity. The hon. mem-
ber, taking that line of argument, might
as well, suggest that our Engineer-in-
Cilef, who can advise us on the construc-
tion of harbours and other big works,
could not give advice upon the best
method of crossing a creek in the hon.
member's district. But seriously speak-
ing, what sort of an argument is it to
say that the man who designs super-
dreadnought;, submarines and other ships
in the British navy could not design an
ocean going tramp or advise this Govern-
ment upon the design of an ocean going
tramp of 6,000 tons?

A-r. Will mott: What does he know
about our local conditions9

The PBMTER: Does the hon. mem-
ber imagine that our local conditions are
of such a nature that ain ocean going
tramp of 6,000 or 77000 tons might ply
any-where else in the world but along the
Western Australian coast?

Mr. Willmott: Why did Sir John
Riles say she was not a satisfactory
ship?

The PREMIER: Not an entirely satis-
factory ship. I will explain that. Sir
John Riles. had been advised some months
previously all about the local conditions
so far as the service along our North-
West coast was concerned. We were
then negotiating with him to design a
steamer to trade from Fremantle, calling
at all ports up to Wyndham. He was
given complete data with regard to the
conditions necessary for trade on this
coast. When he advised us that the ship

was available, he said she was not en-
tirely suitable for that work, but when
wve pointed out that we required the ship
to run direct from Wyndham to Fre-
mantle, or from Wyndbam to London,
lie said that she was entirely satisfactory.
The hion. meamber might argue that we
could not operate from Wyndham just
yet, that it is only a subterfuge to say
that the vessel was purchased for that
purpose. I say, however, that there 'yas

no such subterfuge. The vessel has been
pulrchased definitely and distinctly for
tile purpose of operating between Wynd-
ham and Fremantle, and if necessary
between Wyndham and London. Will
the lion. member ask us to refuse an
opportunity of this nature, and to oh-
tamn such a vessel when we had been
definitely and distinctly advised that we
could not get a steamer of the nature we
desired until one year after the war lied
ended? We do not know when the war
will end, though we hope it will end very
speedily. We do know, however, that if
we are not very much out in our calcula-
tions the Wyndham Freezing Works
wilt hc operating in time for the season
of 1.917. We want to be in a position
to meet the trade, otherwise where is the
use of establishing these works? There
is no steamship service in Australia
which is capable of providing us with
the necessary shipping accommodation.
There is no shipping company in Aus-
tralia that can get ships built to-day any
more readily than this Government can.
Here was a magnificent opportunity of
obtaining a ship which would reduce our
capital outlay in connection with her,
and of obtaining a vessel which would
be entirely suitable for the purposes of
this trade. I hope the hon. member has
now obtained all the information he is
seeking. I will say, moreover, that,
irrespective of whether the hon. member
believes it or not, this ship has been re-
ported on by authorities which are
higher than those which he himself
quoted. We asked him -who his authority
was and he answered, "I an! the autho-
rity." Even the hon. member could not
claim to be a shipping expert, although
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possibly he has shipped away a few
neos of apples. Nevertheless-. he gets
up in this Chamber and dilates upon
the question of the construction and
operation of steamers, and upon the
management of the State Steamship Ser-
vice, and that being so, he should have
been manly enough to produce his
authorities, so that we could have com-
pared his authorities with the manage-
mient of the State Steamship Service or
the advice of Sir John files. I assume
that the information, if we can cell it
so, which he gave to the Committee was
something which hie received by way of
correspondence from someone interested
in some steamship service which is
already operating in Western Australia.

Mr. Wiltmott: Quite incorrect; my in-
formation came from England.

The PREMIER:. Those gentlemen
who are connected with steamers which
are plying to-day along the North-West
coast recognise that with the introduc-
tion of oil steamers they arc going to he
undermined in their business, and that
it will be so dangerous to their interests
that they would move heaven and earth
to prevent it. Oil fuel boats are ideal
for the North-West trade.

Mr. Willmott: Oil fuel vessels and
Diesel engine vessels are very different.

The PREMUIER: Does the hon. mem-
ber know the differene2 The Honorary
Minister, I think, pointed out that there
is probably no coast in the world where
coat is so expensive as it is on the North-
West coast. The great difficulty is that
steamers running between Fremantle
and Port Darwin have to take on suffi-
cient coal at Fremantle to take them
there and back with safety. That is a
journey equal to travelling from Fre-
mantle to Sydney and back. Coal at
Fremantle is of such a price, and so
much bunkering space is occupied on a
ship, that it becomes an expensive opera-
tion to run any steamer on the North-
West coast. It becomes a question of
all coal and no cargo. Moreover, there
are difficulties in regard to firemen. We
have experienced some of those difficul-
ties since we have been trading on the

North-West coast. There is also a tre-
mendous rise and fall in tide, and steam-
ers have to go in to a port on the tide
and come out on it. It is quite an easy
matter for our competitors to so arrange
matters that we do not catch the tide
either going in or coming out. It is a
pretty expensive proposition, esp)ecially
when the hostility is so great towards the
State Steamship Service as it is here. If
we could dispense with firemen and the
necessity for carrying huge quantities of
coal instead of cargo, we shall be cutting
in very severely on our friends 'who are
now operating along that coast. I might
point out, further, that Wyndham will
be a dep&t for oil supplies, and that oil
will be purchaseable in Wyndham as
cheaply as anywhere else in Australia
and most p)arts of the world, America
excepted. With a dep~t established at
Wyndham for oil supplies at a satisfac-
tory price and another at Fremantle,
[here is no steamer operating on the
oceans of the world to-day which will
be able to compete, on even terms, with
the Slate service or-eratin; as it will he
with Diesel oil engine ships. That is a
definite statement which will be proved
or disproved in the years to come.
Speaking of the authorities which have
been quoted, I may say that I have re-
ceived a letter from a person writing
from England. He said-

I visited Glasgow two days ago and
thoroughly inspected the vessel with
Sir John Biles, and I am of opinion
that she is the finest cargo boat that
has been in an Australian berth. I am
sure you will be extremely pleased
wvhena you see her.
Mr. Witlmott: I am glad to hear it.
Hon. Prank Wilson: Who is the in-

dividual?

The PREMIER: The letter is from
Mr. Phil Davies. Some question has
arisen with regard to this boat being
available to the Government, and not
being taken over by the steamship com-
pany which had ordered her and con-
tracted for her supply. Hon. members
should know that the British Admiralty
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has not permitted any company to build
ships for any foreign company, and that
no ship built on the British stocks to-day
can be disposed of except in some part
of the British Dominions. When ap-
proached on Mhe question the Chancellor
of the Exchequer never hesitated to give
his authority for the purchase, of this
steamer by this Government, and further-
more gave his authority for the raising
of the money to complete the deal.
It was, of course, desired that the
question should not be discussed un-
til the deal had been finalised. We
had practically to seal our lips until
"ve had completed the deal, but the
moment wea did complete it, we gave
Parliament all information regarding it.
The member for Irwin made one remark
to wvhich I desire to reply. He said in
rather a heated way that if I was going to
abrogate to myself the right to use the
State purse just as I thought fit, then it
was time that Parliament took a stand.
I have never abrogated any such right to
myself. I have not expended the funds
of the State without first obtaining the
authority of Parliament. I did what
our predecessors neglected to do, that
was to get authority for excess loan ex-
penditure. They had done it illegally
by creating a loan suspense account. I
obtained the authority of Parliament to
excess the item by a Loan Bill peading
Parliament's passing a Bill to authorise
the expenditure. Now I am condemned
because Parliament in its wisdom gave
me authority to do this thing, to estab-
lish a steamiship service, to maintain that
service by reason of thie fact that Parlia-
ment permitted these words to be used in
the Appropriation Bill of last year. Will
the member for Canning now admit that
so far as the legal aspect is concerned,
irrespective of whether be agrees with the
wisdom of our action or not, we acted
legally 7

Mr. Robinson: You have not done it
in that way.

The PREMIER: The hion. member will
insist that we have not done it in that
way. I know what the hion. member is
speaking about, namely that in the in-

structions to the Agent General we were
raising a loan under the previous Loan
Act. Does he not know that we cannot
raise moaey tinder the Appropriation Act,
Treasurer's advances!I These Treasurer's
advances do not give permission to raise
money. Ile will connect the raising of
money with the spending of it. The two
things are entirely different. A Loan BiUl
is authority to raise money, and on the
30t11 June I had authority to raise one
million pounds and no one can question
my action for doing so. It so happened
that the insurance company were finding
the money for this specific purpose. The
authority to raise the money is in the
Loan Act. The authority is the advance
to the Treasurer, pending the introduction
of a Loan Bill to legalise, the expenditure
on the State Steamship Service. A Loan
Bill does not authorise tile spending of
money; the Loan Estimates do that. All
Governments have spent money in direc-
tions not provided by the Loan Estimates,
and have had to come to Parliament to
validate such expenditure. The action of
the present Government was entirely
within the law, was legal in every essence,
and compares favourably with the action
of our predecessors, who are now so vir-
tious, but who did little except what was
illegal in the expenditure of loan moneys.
Hon. members opposite would now con-
demn the Government if they spent even
a few shillings, except by formal appro-
priation. If that is the view of those
lion. members, they should take the res-
ponsibility of amending the law relative
to advances to the Treasurer. Apparently
that would mean the ceasing of loan
works, if loan authorisations on them
were exhausted. Having authority to es-
tablish the State Steamship Service, and
having authority to spend out of the
Treasurer's advance account, the Govern-
ment carried out the transaction, which
is entirely right and legal, whether our
friends opposite like it or not.

M~r. ROBINSON: The Premier says,
in effect, that he was justified in making
this expendliture because he had merely
exeessed the Loan Act of 1912 for the
purchase of steamers. But the Loan Act
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of 1912 had fulfilled its mission in the
world long ago.

The Premier: You are quite wrong.

Mir. ROBINSON: The money had been
used.

The Premier: No. We have not raised
it all yet.

Mr. ROBINSON: The money passed
for State steamers had been entirely ex-
hausted. If the Premier wanted to do
what hie says, then his minute to Execu-
tive Council would have read "Under
Treasurer's Advance Account, it is desir-
able to excess the Loan Act of 1912 and
utilise funds for some other purpose."
That is%, utilise money for the purchase of
this steamer. But the Premier has done
nothing of the kind. The minute he
passed to Executive Council was that out
of the £2,850,000 authorised to be raised
under the Loan Act of 1915 the sum. of
£175,000 be raised in London by the issue
of Western Australian Government in-
-scribed stock. That is quite a different
thing. The Premier has put up a certain'
set of arguments, and has answered them;
hut he has not answered one of my argu-
menits. I still say, on that minute, that
the Premier has done an illegal act. Given
the set of circumstances he has stated,
I am not prepared to say-in view of the
confused way in which they have been
related to the Comnmittee-xvhether
the act would be legal or illegal; but I
see a vast difference between excessing
an existing Act and taking the money
from a Loan Act which is apropriated
for totally different purposes. In the
Loan Act of 1915 there is not aL word
relating to steamers. The Government
have taken the money from that Act, and
not used money as excessing the Loan Act
of 1012. The building or the purchase
of a Diesel ship was never in contempla-
tion in 1012. Therefore the Loan Act
of 1912 was not exeessed, and it is only
owing to the fertile imagination of the
Premier, when hard driven for answers
to the propositions I have put forward,
that he first of all brings up half a dozen
wrongs which he alleges against the late
Administration, and which the leader of

the Opposition no doubt will deal with in
due course

The Premijer: No, he will not.

Mr. ROBINSON: I am not sufficiently
conversant with political matters of that
date to deal with them myself. However,
even 49 wrongs do not make a right.

The Premier: There is no wrong in this
case.

Mr. ROBINSON: If there was no
wrong, why was not Parliament con-
suited 9 However, the Premier has not
answered my charge that he has used
the moneys voted for specific purposes
in the Loan Act of 1915 for the purchase
of a State steamer which is not authorised
by this or by any other House of Parlia-
meat.

The PRE~iER: Has the member for
Canning read the provisions relating to
the Treasurer's Advance Account in the
Appropriation Act!

Mr. Robinson: Yes.
The PREMIER: That Act says--

Appropriation may also include ex-
penditure in excess of the provision of
any Loan Act.
Mr. Robinson: But this is not excess

expenditure at all. It is absolutely brand
new expenditure.

The PREMIER: How absurd! The
instances I have quoted represented
brand new expenditure, but this is not
new expenditure. This is expenditure on
an established service, to keep it going.

Mir. Robinson: No. To extend the ser-
vice.

The PREMIER: I am speaking of the
action being a legal one. We have in thle
Appropriation Act power to-

include expenditure in excess of the
provision of any Loan Act, pending
statutory authority for the raising of
such money-

Not for the spending, but for the raising.
such expenditure to be charged to a
Loan Suspense Account, and to be sub-
sequently submitted to Parliament for
specific appropriation.
Mr. Robinson: But you have not

charged the expenditure to a Loan Sus-
pense Account.
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The PREMIIERI: The bon. member
knowvs perfectly well the expenditure
must he charged in tlie Treasury to a
Loan Suspense Account. It is part of
the Treasurer's advance. It cannot be
charged to any other account. Parliament
hars authorised me to do this thing.
Whether lion, members agree with what I
have done or not, is anr entirely different
prop~osition. Thle legality of the thing,
however, is as clear as possible to any-
one who wishes to understand.

Honi. FRANK WILSON: When the
Premier is driven into a corner and does
not know hlow to escape, he immediately
charges ]its opponents with unfair tactics
and proceeds to make false accusations.
I do not. knowv to what extent the Pre-
mier may be familiar with the game of
cricket, but he accused me of not playing
fair cricket. I acknowvledge that the Pre-
mier knows something about football,
and, according to his idea of the game of
football, I was on sure ground.

Mr. Bolton: He kicked a goal against
yo u.

Hon. FRAN'K WILSON: I do
not know why the Premier should
be ,vro th because I gave way to
him, leaving him to reply to the
charge of the member for Canning before
I spoke. We are in Committee, and the
lion, gentleman has the opportunity of
replying to every individual speaker if
he so desires. Therefore the Premier's
charge of unfairness falls to the ground.
In reply' ing to the member for Canning,
the lion, gentlemant has drawn the usual
red herring across the trail. He paints
us on this side in all the vile colours he
can imagine, and draws attention to the
acts of my administration in purchasing
the Crawley and Dalkeith estates and a
station for the aborigines. In doing so,
he does not refrain from casting some
mud. Let me remind the Committee that
this is not the first occasion by a long
wvay that the Premier has indulged in the
same criticism in the same language. If
we have heard this yarn of his once, we
have heard it a full score of times during
the past four years. On referring to
ITansard I find that on divers occaionls,
starting in 1911, the Premier has spun

tile same old yarn as to the purchase of
those properties.

The Premier: You will not find a
speech of yours for the past four years
that does not touch on State steamers.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am not
ashamed of my remarks on the State
steamers. First, I wish to disabuse the
minds of new members, at all events, as
to there having been anything wrong in
the Purchase of the flalkeith estate.

The Premier: I did not say there was.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, the

Premier did.
The Premier: I said it wvas an illegal

purchase.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier

said there was a wrong done to a certain
firm, and that wrong was dlone in order
to benefit a certain party.

Mr. Bolton: I make that statement
now, that there was a wrong done to a
small firm.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The lion.
member call listen now.

Mr. Bolton: I know the individual. 1
would not take your word.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not ex-
pect the hon. member to take my word.
I do not trust him, and I would not give
twopence for his opinion of me or of my
integrity and honour. I do value my
honou(ar and integrity, howvever; and I
leave it to the people outside to judge
hetween us on all these occasions. Tbe
Premier accused me of going behind the
backs of a firm of Fremantle land agents,
Robson & Cox. The hon. member behind
the Premier has reiterated that charge
by is interjection Just now. On a pre-
vious occasion, I have explained, with re-
gard to the Dalkeith purchase, that I
had never heard of Robson & Cox in the
transaction when Mr. Sommers submitted
the estate to me. So far as I can gather,
from glancing through the file, the firm
have no claim on the Government, and
have made no claim on the Government,
or substantiated it one iot

Mr. Allen: They would not claim on
the Government, hut on the seller.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 'They could
have put in a protest saying that they
were not considered. There is nothing on
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this file to show that they ever made an
offer of the Crawley estate to the Works
Department.

The Premier: What about the Under
Secretary's statement?

Ron. FRANK WILSON: Let the Pre-
mier take his gruel quietly. He has hind
an opportunity of stewing these files; he
started right away as soon as he assumed
office with a secret service so as to try
and fasten the blame for many things on
the previous administration, and after all
these years of searching and stewing
through the files, he has not been able to
discover one sin on the part of the ad-
ministralion of which I was the head.
The first document on this file is dated
the 4th October, 1910. It is written by
Mrf. Verco as agent for James Gallop,
offering Dalkeith estate at £25,000. Then
we go along until we find a letter signed
by the under secretary turning down.
that offer and saying that the department
was not considering the purchase of any
more land at the present time. Now we
have it from the Premier that Robson &
Cox of Fremantle placed this land under
offer to the Government, but the next
document on the file is a letter from Mr.
Chas. Sommers, written in March, 1911,
saying that he is authorised by the mort-
gagees to sell Gallop's estate at £11,200,'
and asking me to place the matter before
Cabinet, which I did. Then we find on
the 11th March a memo, initialed by my-
self saying that Cabinet 'had approved
of £10,000 being offered for the estate.
We were in for getting it at a low
price. After that offer was made, Mr.
Somnmers came along and stated that
they would not take a penny less
than £11,000. I went straight into
Cabinet and the Minister for Works
was present, and it was agreed that I
%hould make the offer of £11,000. Cab-
inet minute is there, and the offer was
accepted. 'There is nothing from Rob-
son & Cox on this file until-

The Premier: Have a look at what the
under secretary bad to say about it.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: This is what
the under secretary had to say-

I was advised by 'Mr. Sommers per
telephone yesterday afternoon that the
Government had purchased Dalkeith
estate for £C11,000, and Mr. Sommers
asked that settlement be expedited. I
shall be glad to receive the Premier's
instructions. I would point out that
the estate wak offered several weeks
ago by C. Robson, Fremantle, at the
above figure. and it was understood by
this department that if any purchase
was effected through Chas. Sommers &
Co. it would have been at a less
amount, otherwise Mr. Robson, having
first introduceed the matter, would pos-
sibly claim commission from. the ven-
dor.

That is the first intimation I had that
there was anyone else negotiating, and
wlien I put the question I found that it
had only been a verbal intimation from
Robson & ox.

Mr. Allen: Why did they not sue for
commission if they thought they were
entitled to it?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Exactly. Do
lion. members think that these people
would have sat still if they thought they
could have claimed compensation?7 Five
weeks previously Mr. Sommners had been
negotiating for the sale of this estate.
The first written communication from
Robson & ox is dated the 6th Mfay.
They say in that that five months before
they opened up negotiations with the
land resumption office with reference to
the Dalkeith estate. How did they open
up negotiations with that office? There
is not a scrap of written evidence on any
file to show that they offered this estate
to the lands purchase department. There
was a verbal communication five months
before, when Mr. Verco was offering it to
the Government through the department.

The 'Minister for Lands: At the same
figure?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: There was
no talk about taking £11,000 five months
previously; the mortgagees had not fore-
closed. There was no hard and fast offer
from Robson or anyone else.

The Minister for Lands: Robson went
to the right channel. He submitted it to
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the lands purchase department, instead
of to Cabinet.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: When it is a
question of steamers it does not even go
to Cabinet; it goes straight to Executive
Council, but when it is a matter of a few
acres. of land, then members opposite
say it must go through a department.
Robson's letter goes on to say that Mr.
HaIll met him at Claremont station and
together they inspected the estate. He
adds that Mr. Gallop was quite unaware
of the capacity. in which Mir. Hall was
acting. The sum quoted at that time was
£26,000, but later on the price was re-
duced to £C17,000, and after that time the
property passed into the hands of the
mortgagees. Then after the foreclosure,
Mr. Robson interviewed Mr. Moore, one
of the executors, and after several inter-
views the property was offered to the
Government for £11,000. That letter was
written long after the event.

Mr. Bolton: The Under Secretary says
differently.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The letter
was written after the purchase of the es-
tate, and it was written to build tip a case
for commission. To show that that is
true, one of the directors of the W.A.
Bank came to me himself and offered me
the estate for £18,000, the price they were
asking at that time. I said we would
not dream of paying any such figure, but
as soon as we had a definite offer of
£11,000 we snapped it up as being ani ex-
cellent transaction.

Mr. Bolton: The Under Secretary says
there was a definite offer.

[Mr. Holman resumed the Chair.]

Ron. FRANK WILSON: There was
never a definite offer. The minute of the
Under Secretary, was written after the
purchase was made, and so was Robson's
letter.

The 'Minister for Lands: Do you say
that the Under Secretary did not convey
that offer to the then Minister for Works 7

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not, but
the Minister for Works was at Cabinet
and he approved of the purchase. Any-
how, I did not worry as to who got the

commission. We got the estate, and we
got it at a reasonable figure, and, as I
said at that time, if Parliament was not
satisfied with the deal, I would be glad
to take it off their hands. That holds
good to-day. Let me answer the insinu-
ation that we have d-one soweone out of
a commission. The commission was never
earned by Robson & Cox, and they never
claimed it. If individuals think they a-re
entitled to commission, they Would cer-
tainly make a claim for it. The next
thing the Premier held up as a terrible
example of our administration was the
purchase of Crawley estate. That was
exactly on all fours with the purchase of
Dalkeith, Both these estates were pur-
chased for public utility, and it is per-
feetly right to buy estates of that des-
cription. Under the Public Works Act,
we can purchase estates of that kind, and
those estates were so purchased], and the
actions were suffported by Parliament.

The Minister for Lands: You had no
legal authority to buy.

H-on. FRANK WILSON: Yes, we had.
Then we come to the aborigines station.
That, too, was purchased for public
utility. The object was to carry on a
policy of conicentrating the natives on the
one station and enabling them to raise
cattle, and be fed and protected, and also
stop the depredations which had been
carried on at neighbouring stations. All
those transactions were carried out uinder
the Public Works Act, and they were
afterwards endorsed by Parliament. The
Premier is always casting up these three
matters into our teeth as being on a par
with the illegal acts be has perpetrated
during his four years of office. The
Premier knows that Parliament was well
aware exactly what we were about in re-
gard to those estates. If hon.. mem-
hers will turn up Hansard of the 1st
February, 1911, they wvill there find out-
lined the purchase of the Crawley estate,
and also an intimation that w6 intended
to run a road through the Dalkeith es-
tate. Here are my words-

The next item on the "Sundries" (of
the Loan Estimates) is the purchase of
the Crawley Park estate, a deal which
requires very little comment by me. I
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feel very proud of that purchase, for
I was able to acquire that estate for
£15,500, and as it is wvell known to bon.
members, it is needless to emphasise
the great boon to the citizens of Perth
and surrounding districts which the ac-
quirement of that property means. To
have a stretch of foreshore, as we have
there, running past Crawley, round the
point and extending towards Nedlands,
free of access to the citizens of Western
Australia and used, as no doubt bon.
members have seen it used during the
recent holiday season, is an advantage
and a boom that cannot be overlooked.'

That was the reason why we pur-
chased Crawley, namely, to get pos-
session of the foreshore, and that
was the reason, too, for the Dalkeith
purchase. There was an interjection
by the member for Mfurray-Wellington,
who asked, "Are you going to purchase
Galiop's property?" in reply to which
I said-

My purpose is briefly this: I have
been trying to purchase Gallop's pro-
perty, but I do not think that the State
need incur an expenditure of £1,000
or £19,000, as, the case may be, for the
sake of getting a track on the low-
lying land beside the water. I have
given instructions to have a survey of
it niade going right to the back of
Crawvley House, keeping as far back
from the beach as possible. We can
get four or five jetties there between
the road and the beach, giving the pub-
lic the use of them. The idea is for a
road to be cleared behind a lake, or a
swamp which may he converted into a
lake by and by, and coming out into
Nedlands. The road to this property
has already been acquired by the Subi-
ace council and the Claremont muni-
cipal council. Therefore the public
will have a road right around to Gal-
lop's fence, coming out behind the Ned-
lands hotel and then behind Gallop's
homestead right through until it strikes
the Old Mlen's flepilt, having, I think,
a view of the water all the way,
at any rate most of the way, going
on to the road past the Old Mlen's De-
pat and into Claremont. By this ac-

quisition we shall have a water front-
age drive extending to the Causeway.
When we get the reclamation com-
pleted-and the wall is as far as the
Causeway now-we shall have a water
frontage drive right through from the
Causeway to Claremont. I am only
sorry that our predecessors had not
the forethought or tile foresight to see
that the water frontages were retained
for the people of the State for all time
on both sides of the river Swan.

There we had, the whole thing outlined
12 months before any action was taken.
We have had an analogy made between
these transactions and what, undoubtedly,
has been a violation of all Parliamentary
Jproeedure, of all constitutional govern-
ment, an illegal act on the part of this
Government. They first started to flout
Parliament and to take the law into their
own hands very shortly after assuming
office. Steamers were purchased without
authority early in 1912. Notwithstand-
ing that negotiations had been going on
for some time, and whilst Parliament was
sitting, those negotiations were completed
only after Parliament went into reeess.
There we had the commencement of this
policy. The purchase of the "Western
Australia" for £39,000-she has since
cost at least another £30,000-was made
without the authority of Parliament. We
took exception to it, but of course the
majority ruled us out and the purchase
was condoned and confirmed by Parlia-
ment. And now the Premier has the
audacity to come here to-night and ask
the House to agree with his contention
that this purchase of the "Kangaroo", for
£14.4,000 is only an excess of the vote of
£100,000 which was passed at that time
for the purchase of steamers. If he is
right, thene is no limit to what the Gov-
ernment can do without authority. If it
is right that we can excess the votes of
years gone by, we can keep on excessing
votes of the past 20 years. The thing is
childish. It cannot be an excess of a vote
passed four years ago. The same thing
applies to the commencement of all State
enterprises. The sawmills were started
without a vote of Parliament and so, too,
were the brickyards, the State Implement
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Works, and every State enterprise en-
tered upon; all were started without the
authority of Parliament. If we are to
accept such a bald, paltry excuse as the
Premier has put up, after having utilised
valuable time iii trying to throw mud at
members of the Opposition, if we are to
accept his paltry excuse, there is no limit
to the power the Government have, and
they can go on buying a whole fleet of
steamers. They might just ais well
dispense with Parliament altogether.
There is another aspect: The Premier
says, "Oh yes, but we are entitled to
depart even from the constitutional view,
and in an emergency to purchase a
steamer or anything- else, and trust to
Parliament to confirma the expenditure."
To some extent he is on firmer ground
there. Occasions arise when Governments
must exercise their responsibility. But
such emergencies arise more particularly
in connection with works already auth-
orised. To compare this transaction with
the continuation of a public work, such as
the construction of a harbour or of a big
line of railway, is absurd. We cannot say
that the purchase of this steamer was a
matter of urgency. One might say that it
was a matter of urgency to provide har-
bour facilities for shipping away the
wheat-as we had to do on one occasion,'
when we sanctioned the expenditure of
£80,000 against Loan Suspense Account,
just before Parliament met-but where
was the urgency in connection with the
purchase of this steamer? We have the
same old cry by the Premier, "A mag-
nificent steamer; it was our opportunity,
and we had to take it." I remember the
same remarks being made in regard to
the "Western Australia." We then
pointed out the dangers of the purchase
and the unsuitability of the steamer, but
we were jeered at for our pains. Now,
however, whenever I get on my feet Min-
isters are afraid I am going to talk
steamers.

Mr. McDowall: You invariably do.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Because
they are sticking out of every act of the
Government; we cannot get away from
them. We were told at one time that the
Adelaide Steamship Company were try-

ing to secure the "Western Australia."
Wec know now they would not have had
[ter at any price. Year after year she
was run by a stupid, obstinate Govern-
ment who were losing to the tune of
£20,000 a year in the operation. And we
have this illuminative description of her
by the present manager of the State
Steamship Service, "Decrepit, obsolete
old vessel, only fit for the serapheap."
This latest purchase, of course, is going
to be all right. Notwithstanding the ex-
perience of the p~ast we have rushed in
once more, but this time it will be all
right. And they hanve entered on a new
departure in respect to the steamers.
They tell us 11ow it is the oversea. trade
they are catering for. Although eventually
this vessel will run between Wyndham and
Fremantle, in the meantime the steamer
is to run between Wyndham and London
when the freezing works are established.
Let uts hope that those works will be es-
tablished before the steamer becomes ob-
solete, although I have my doubts about
it. For the present the high freight mar-
kit is the temptation, and the Govern-
ment expect to earn a good profit. Mr.
Stevens points out that £57,000 should be
the earnings for the first year, while the
cost of running the vessel wvill be £32,000,
leaving a lprofit of £C25,000 or, with wool
or partly wool and wheat back, the earn-
ings, he calculates, will be greater. This,
he urges, is a favourable proposition, es-
pecially seeing that in the figures pro-
vision is made for the payment of all ex-
penses and charges, including redemption
of the actual cost of the ship. Steamship
owners of experience do not, as a rule,
rushi in on top of the market to add to
their fleets. That we are on the top of
the market at present is undoubted, as
witness the illustration the Premier gave
uts of a vessel which had cost some
£00,000 and which was sold for £168,000.
Moreover, there has been no evidence of
a rush on the part of other Governments
to obtain this vessel, notwithstanding
that the Premier has emphasised the point
that other States are in difficulties in re-
gard to tonnage for carrying their pro-
dunce to the markets of the world. None
of them-and bar Victoria they are all
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Labour Governments--have rushed in
after this boat, even as the "Western
Australia?, which was sold to this coun-
try by the same East Asiatic Company
four years ago, was not run after and
snapped tip by any one but the Govern-
ment of inexperience which we have in
Western Australia. Anyone who knows
anything about steamships is aware that
the full value of this ship in normal times
would not exceed £60,000 to £70,000, and
we are paying £:140,000 for her or double
hier valuie. I admit the market is abnor-
mal and we have struck the top of it.

MUr. Carpenter: Whose valuation are
you quoting?

Mr. George: Eleven pounds a ton is a
fair calculation.

Hffon. FRANK WILSON: I am not
quoting the hon. member's valuation. I
know the price of steamers.

Mr. Carpenter: A mere opinion of
youir own.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is my
actual knowledge of the value of steamers
of this description based on sales made
and purchases completed. The Goyern-
ment made the initial mistake when they
acquired this steamer at the top of the
market and they cannot make her pay un-
less the excessive freights brought ahout
by the war continue. Where does the
philanthropy of the Government come
in? They are going to help the settlers
to get their produce to market, and how
will they assist them? By claiming the
Lull freight for her the same as private
shipowner-, are claiming and receiving
for carrying wheat for all the States of
the Commonwealth.

MAr. Harrison: Would you, advocate
selling her at once if the Government
could realise a profit?

Hon. FRANK WItSON: Yes, I
would turn her into cash to-morrow. We
are on a badl wicket; if we could get our
money back, we would be wise to let her
go.

The M1inister for Lands: You are op-
posed to State steamers.

ion. FRANK WILSON: All the
more reason why the Government should'
not have wade this secret purchase. If
all hon. members agreed with the Govern-
ment, as I knew they did when I par-

chased the Dalkeith estate, the Govern-
ment would have been justified in going
ahead. I knew there was no opposition;
it was like view of hon. members which
I had gathered previously and, there-
fore, I could take the responsibility; but
when the Government know that an im-
portant section of the House is against
them, their action is to be condemned if
they complete a .transnction of this sort
without consulting Parliament. The Gov-
ernment were entitled to get a vole or
Parliament upon it. The initial mistake
was in buying this steamer at the present
abnormal price. We do riot buy steam-
ers of this sort for the term of the wvar,
which might he one year. two years, or
three Years; we buy such a steamer for
the- term of her natural life -20 years-
and we certainly cannot expect a boat
of this description to pay when freights
come back again to one-half of what is
being asked and received at the present
tmle.

M r. McDowell : Supposing we get
three years of good freights, what then?

Hlon. FRANK WILSON: Supposing
we (To, the Government are going to take
that out of the very pockets of the men
they are professing to assist. If ever
there was an illustration of high-handed
robbery on the part of the Government,
powerful because they happen to occupy
the Treasury bench, on an innocent,
numerically weak party like the farmers
and scttlcrs, we have it exemplified in
this act, aind the suggest ion thnt they are
going to run this steamer on top freights
for the next two or three years.

The Minister for Lands: I do not
think you are interested whether we get
ships to take away their -wheat or not.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:- I am
against the Minister every time. The
Government are buying steamers and
will meet with disaster even as they did
with regpard to the "Western Australia"
and her sister vessels, as it was
pointed out they would, four years
ago. The Government cannot hope
to make this vessel pay during her
life time, because as soon as the wvar ends.
and freights revert to the normal, she
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will be a non-paying proposition and
will have to be laid up. This is the his-
tory of shipping throughout the world
from time immemorial. Vessels ran and
make a good profit and gradually be-
come obsolete; freights rise as the supply
of tonnage decreases through losses and
sales to foreign companies and other
causes, and as freights rise the obsolete
ships, which have had to be laid up be-
cause they could not be run at a profit,
are brought out and run again, bitt when
freights go down these vessels have to
be laid up because they cannot be made
to pay their way. This is the history
of shipping year in and year out and
has been ever since I could take an in-
telligent interest in business of this sort ,
a matter of 40 years. As soon as ever
we have a relapse in the freight market,
the "Kangaroo" will have to lie laid up,
or the Government wvilt have to repeat
the experience of the "Western Austra-
lia" and run her at a loss.

Mr. Green: Why should not she pay
as wvell as any other ship?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: She cannot
when she bas cost twice as much as she
should have. We have the evidence of
Mr. Stevens, the manager of the Slate
Steamship Service, that he sees a great
prospect of success with such a ship in
oversee work, as the service would have
a chance of participating in the extra-
ordinarily high freights now being
earnied by oversea shipowners. He blows
the argument of the Government to
smithereens. There is the recommenda-
tion onl which the Government pur-
chased; on that recommendation, for-
sooth, Ministers have taken the law into
their own hands and have plunged the
country into a purchase involvingr
£140,000, which might be a payable pro-
position for a year or two, but must
ultimately end in a very serious loss to
the State which they are supposed to
administer fairly to the advantage of all
concerned. Thme Premier told us that,
with previous Governments, it was a
habit to have excess expenditure. That
was perfectly true, but it does not apply
in this case. When we have Estimates

of revenue and expenditure or loan
flunds authorised and passed by the
House, we have the principle of certain
works establishea by those Estimates
and, naturally, if the works cost more or
less there wvill be an excess or a credit
onl the amount voted, and for the excess
in connection with the cost of carrying
out works, the Government are justly
entitled to come to Parliament and ask
them to endorse it even if the expendi-
ture has been made. This has been the
uniform custom and, wvhile I agree that
Sir John Forrest on one occasion had
to bring in a large excess Bill approach-
ing one million, the State was then
passing through abnormal times. He was
developing the goldfields, giving comn-
munication and a water supply through-
oat thle length and breadth of the gold-
fields which just thenr had been dis-
covered, and hie had enormous unfore-
seen expenditure, the principle of which
had already been endorsed by Parlia-
ment. When I first took charge of the
Treasury, I forget whether it was five
or seven years excess Bills for previous
Administrations I had to pass, including
an excess Bill of a previous Labour
Administration, so it is idle to say that
because excess Bills have been passed in
former years, it condones a transaction
of this sort. Excess expenditure is sup-
posed to have already received a founda-
tion upon which the items are put and,
if it is necessary to expend a little more
money, the Government come to Parlia-
ment subsequently to get it endorsed.
Of course we have haed the usual charge
in regard to the Avondale estate. I have
replied to that on previous occasions,
and do not propose to go into the matter
again at this stage. The Avondale
estate was a legitimate purchase made
tinder an Act of Parliament-the Agri-
cultural Lands Purchase Act - and
whether the price paid was high or low
it was paid on the direct representation
and recommendation of a properly con-
stituted board to advise the Government.
The estate was then cut up for sale and
it wvas left to our successors, the present
Government, I am sorry to think largely
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on political grounds, to withdraw that
estate from sale and hang- it uip all these
years and do practically nothing with it,
as they have admitted. There was
nothing illegal about it there was
nothing unwise about it, and there is not
a scintilla of evidence to connect any
party with any underhand transaction in
the purchase, because the owner hasp-
pened to be a Liberal and not a Labour
member of this Chamber. The charge
of the Premeir that the cave-he did
not explain the personnel of it-had de-
cided to make this a no-confidence
motion, is on a par with all such charges
lie is apt to let drop in his wrath on simni-
lar occasions. He also again opened the
vials of his wrath upon the Press-a
bitter hostile party Press, as he termed
it. I do not know whether lie really
honestly considers he is justified in ever-
lastingly talking about a bitter, hostile
party Press or not. I will leave that to
other members who are not so promin-
ently connected with either party as 1
am, but I think it is bad form for him
to be constantly making charges in this
Chamber against the Press which, what-
ever it might say as; its policy in its lead-
ing articles, certainly cannot be accused
by the Premier or any of his colleagues
of having cut down lie reports of their
public pronouncements. If there is a
body of gentlemen who ought to be full
of gratitude to the Press of any State,
they are the present occupants of the
Treasury bench.

The Minister for Lands: Ring off

Hon. FRANKC WILSON : The most
utter drivel they indulge in from time to
time in different centres to advance their
own party interests is fully reported in
the Press, whereas the opinions and
speeches of members on this side do not
receive that same treatment at the hands
of the Press.

'The Minister for Lands: Ring off!
Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is just

about time the Minister did ring off; he
will be rung out very shortly if all we
hear is true. The Premier proceeded to
refer to my policy speech. He said I was
going to indulge in State steamers. On

many occasions, I have corrected the hon.
gentleman in regard to this accusation,
and I have pointed out that I would
never be above utilising the State to es-
tablish State enterprises which were for
a specific object, that is to fulfil the
wants andl requirements of the State it-
self, but my policy had a clear line of
demarcation, namely, that the Governr
meat could not enter into competition
with the peop~le of the State from whom
we derived the income to establish these
different industries. The policy of the
Government was to establish freezing
works at Wyndhamn and cold storage
works at Fremantle and to have specially
adapted ships, not tramps like the "Kan-
garoo," that would till the requirements
of the passenger traffic, and contain suffi-
cient cold storage accommodation to
bring down chilled meat from Wyndham
to Fremantle, to he held at the latter
place in cold storage until distributed to
the consumers. I said that if it was
necesary to get that class of steamer I
would not hesitate to buy one and put it
on myself in or-der to bring about a con-
necting- link between the freezing works
and the cold storage works.

Mr. Heitmaunn You ran the "Julia
Percy"?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No. I think
I saw her on the rocks at Dongarra on
one occasion.

Mr, Heitmann: She sank alongside the
jetty.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I never ran
any steamer except the usual Government
boats like the "Penguin," for Govern-
ment service. As an adjunct to a policy
of establishing freezing works at Wynd-
ham and cold storage accommodation in
Fremantle, and as a connecting link be-
tween the two, if I could not get the
steamer I wanted I would certainly pur-
chase one for that purpose, and that pur-
pose only. That explains at once my
attitude with regard to steamships so far
as the State is concerned. I distinctly
said, and I have been twitted on many
occasions with regard to it, that if neces-
sary I will put on a steamer in order to
coule Lip these works. We now have the
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Premier and the Minister for Works, and
no doubt will have the Minister for Lands
to follow on-

The Minister for Lands: I have heard
nothing to reply to yet.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then the
Minister can leave the matter alone. We
also have had the Honorary Minister,
who with his colleagues was ai ring his
eloquence on the question and telling us
that the boat was going to run between
Wyndhami and Fremantle. They have
discovered that the draft of the vessel
was too great to permit of her calling at
the differetit ports along the North-West,
and that she is now to run direct from
Wyndham to Fremantle. I ask bon.
members to think whether they choose to
believe that a vessel which has cost
£140,000 already, and wvill probably
require another £30,000 spent on her in
order -to fit her out completely for the
frozen meat trade, making a total of
£170,000, with a draft half-loaded of 23
feet, with no passenger accommodation
and with only a speed of 11 knots, is
going to pay in a trade of that descrip-
tion.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: She wvas never
bought for that purpose and is not going
on in that trade.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Pre-
mnier says she is.

Hon. R. Hf. Underwood: We are buy-
ing two other ships for that.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The man-
ager of the Stale Steamship Service says
so in his report.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: He does not.
Hon. FRANKl WILSON: He says she

can be utilised in that trade after she has
been properly fitted uip.

Hon. R. Hi. Underwood: In the freez-
ing works trade, not the North-West
trade.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Let hon.
members consider whether this boat can
be a success in this trade.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: She is not
going into that trade.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Are we
going to run the steamer direct from
Wyndham to Fremantle-

Hon. R. H. Underwood: We are run-
iug one to-day.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: For no
other purpose than to bring frozen meat
down to the Principal port'? This is just
as preposterous a transaction as all the
other transactions of the Government.
The explanation of iMinisters is just as
preposterous as their previous explana-
lions. If they are going to run that
vessel successfully between Wyndham
and Frenmantle, she must be fitted for the
purpose, she must have a superior and
full passenger accommodation, a speed of
at least 17 knots and cold storage accom-
modation. She should be a vessel
of the latest design, and have such
a draft as would enable her to call
at every port en ronte. She should be
able to carry goods also to a certain ex-
tent and to bring down chilled meat in
continual supplies to meet the require-
ments, and then only will she be a suc-
cessf ul venture. So long as the Govern-
meat live they will never convert an un-
holy tramp of this description, size, and
speed into a successful proposition for
the trade between Wyndham and Fre-
mantle direct. I, am always, I fear, too
frank in giving friendly advice to the
Government. Up to the present they
have very largely refrained from acting
on that advice.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: The electors
did not take your advice.

Hion. FRANK WILSON: If the Gov-
ernment would only give them the chance
of taking ray advice I feel quite satisfied
that the Honorary Minister would not be
given an opportunity of enjoying any
more political life. Unfortunately the
temperament of Ministers is such, that
whilst they are clamouring for advice
they simly "pooh pooh" it when they
get it, and go on in their fell way making
further disastrous bargains on account of
the State.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: We would
have been very foolish if we had acted
on your advice.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course
the Honorary Minister is always foolish.
It does not matter whether he follows the
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advice or not, lie is still foolish. He says
t6n basiness is going to be done in the
usual way in regard to this steamer.

Hton. R. H. Underwood: So it is.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I think 1
have showvn that the business was not
done in the usual way, that it was an
arbitrary act of self-elected dictators, an
act performed without any submission to
Parliament which ought to control. the
finances of the State. The Premier says
something about the purchase of this boat
on the grounds that the "Western Aus-
tralia" has left the coast and that this
v essell was to take her place. We have
threshed that point out on one or two
occasions, more especially when wve de-
bated the Nevanas contract. It was shown
on that occasion that there was no need
for the "Western Australia" to be sent
off the coast. The argument was that the
Government had cancelled the contract
they had entered into with Nevanas with
regard to the "Prinz Sigismund" because
they had decided to send the "Western
Australia" off the coast to the Old Coun-
try in order to have brought about a very
advantageous sale. The sale did not
come off, however, but they got a charter
for her at any rate, which will keel) her
employed for some time without the State
losing money on her, and to that extent
the Government are to be congratulated.
I contrast the attitude taken upon that.
occasion with the attitude taken up to-
night. To-night we find that the "Kan-
1-aroo"l has been purchased because the
''Western Australia'' has been sent to
the Old Country. The other night we heard
that the "Pinz Sigismuud" was taken
away from a man who had the contract
for the use of her because the "Western
Australia" was sent Home. The Gov-
ernment. chop and change with any wind
that blows. Whom are we lo helieve?
What we must believe, if we helieve the
evidence of our own senses, and the
figures which have been placed before
us-it does not matter which is the true
explanation in connection with the
"Western Australia," which is decrepit
and obsolete according to the Govern-
went's own words-

lion. R. H. Undervood: That is an-
other wild statement.

Hon. FRAN-K WILSON: Is that this
new vessel is going to end in disaster for
the State. We have paid through the
nose with regard to the error made over
the Nevanas contract, and we are going
to lpay through the nose for this second
error, the purchase of the "Kangaroo."
We had a long discourse from the Min-
ister for Works, and had the Premier
acting in his usual way, more like a
mountebank than a digniedocpn

of such an important position as that
which he holds.

Air. ]leitmann: He gets there all the
same.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Minis-
ter for Works waxed pretty tedious in
his argument that they had made a good
deal. We had the Honorary Minister
charging us with having used the Legis-
lative Council to defeat the intentions
of the Constitution. He left it to the
imagination of members to discover what
the intentions of the Constitution were.
No matter how hon. members may
wriggle-and they are champion con-
tortionists on that side of the House--to
get out of the illegal position which they
have found themselves in, or how much
they may think they have got oat of it,
hion. miembers must believe with me that
the intention of the Constitution is, and
was, that transactions of this sort should
not he perpetrated. The Honorary Afii-
ister then p~assed away to the Baltic Ex-
change, and argued that it was composed
of men who were robbers, and who were
putting up freights against our own
selves. He brought in the famous quota-
tion of Nero fiddling while Rome burned.
I could not hell) thinking that the lion.
gentleman and his colleagues were very
good imitations of the Emperor Nero
fiddling while Rome was burning. They
fiddled on. They did not care twopence
what the requirements of the State were.
They' know that our settlers are begging
for railways in order to get their pro-
duce to market.

Hon. R. H. Underwood: And ships to
take their wheat to England.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: They are
gambling on the freight market, in order
to get what they think wil'be something
in excess of their needs for a year or
two, at all events in excess of what they
will require while they are in office. The
Honorary Minister has just as much
right to condemn the Baltic Exchange as
lie lies to condemn the Stock Exchange.
There are of course individual members
of both exchanges who can be con-
demned.

Rion. R. H. Underwood: They are
thieves, every one of them.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I would
like the Honorary Minister to say that
outside the Chamber.

Ron. R. H. Underwood: Of the Baltic
Exchange?

Hon. FRANK WILSON; Let the
Honorary Minister say that outside. To
condemn an institution of this sort,
which controls the freight markets, an
institution like the Stock Echange
which controls dealings in stocks, or an
institution like the Metal Exchange
created by the Prime Minister,' Mr.Hughes, which will control the metals of
Australia, is an extraordinary thing for
any man to do.

Mr. Green: It is in the hands of the
Germans.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The inter-
jector thinks that the Baltic Exchange is
in the Baltic, aind that therefore it is a
German institution. He should study his
geography more closely. To condemn
an exchange of this description because
it happens to have a name which con-
veys to the hon. gentleman that it is
somewhere in the midst of the Baltic
Sea-

Hon. R. H. Underwood: The Germans
are well into it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Is to say
something which he cannot prove. He
cannot even prove that the Germans are
well in it. However, this is the sort of
argument we are supposed to accept.
We are also asked to accept the state-
mnent that the Government were not in
a position to consult Parliament. The
Government knew that at any rate the

Opposition were dead against any exten-
sion of the State Steamship Service.
And so are a number of the people. Yet
the Government say, "We could not
come to Parliament for authority because
wve were pledged to secrecy." Who
jpledged them9 The seller, of course,
wanted to complete his deal; hut was
there any reason why the Government
coul d not come to Parliament for autho-
rity to extend the fleet and enter into
overseas shipping? They need not have
mentioned names. I say the Government
could easily have consulted Parliament.
Then there is a red herring drawn across
the trail by the statement that there are
certain members of the community like
the people who batten on thle blood of
soldiers killed on the battlefield, because
they put up freights. But that is ex-
actly what the Government are going to
do; they are going to run this steamer
on the high war freights; that is their
Justification for purchasing her at a
hig-h price. Further, we have the mar-
vellous argument that this new boat will
break up the meat ring, and that the first
shot has been put in by this very plaus-
ible and laudable action of the Govern-
ment. Again, we have a difference of
opinion, because one end of the Govern-
ment says that the meat ring has been
broken up long since, while the other end
maintains that the purchase of this boat
'is the first shot. In my opinion, the
end nearer the door is perhaps right as
against the other end. However, when
the "Western Australia" was purchased,
we were told that that would break up
Ihe meat ring.

The Minister for Lands: It did, too.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: When pur-
chasing the "Western Australia" the
Government said they were going to re-
duce freights on the North-~West coast.

The Minister for Lands: So they did.
Hon, FRANK WILSON: That they

were going to help the small pastoralist.
The Minister for Lands: So they did.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: And then

the Government chartered the boat to the
great pastoralists. Three firms, Holmes
Bros., Connor, Doherty & Durack, and
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Gooch, monopolised the "Western Aus-
tralia." And who can forget the scandal
when the Royal Commission sat and the
poor under-paid manager, who had taken
onl more than he could posibly handle,
was hounded out?

Mr. Bolton: By whom?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: By tbe Gov-
erment, who allowed hinm to he made a
scapegoat, and paid him no retiring al-
towance, and nearlyrie him. Te
Government have played into the bands
of the squatter kings all the time. They
wvent to the meat sales and bid for cattle,
and so put uip the price on the smaUl
butchers, ruining numbers of them, They
have started -meat stalls, which have not
reduced the cost of meat to anyone in the
State, but have ruined many smuall but-
chers, who previously Could earn a liv-
ing. That is what the Government call
breaking up the meat ring. Are we going
to believe now that the "Kangaroo" is
going to do what the "Wrcstern Austra-
lia" failed absolutely to do? The "%Vest-
emn Austrblia" since her purchase has cost
alt her value and more. We have lost
more than the value of the "Western
Australia" in the running of her. What
has Queensland, with all its numerous
freezing works and its tremendous meat
export, heen doing for the last 25 years?
What have New South Wales and New
Zealand been doing in the same connee-
lion? 'When I was in Queensland 25
years ago, huge freezing works had been
erectedi at Brisbane and Townsville and
elsewhcre on the coast. Since then many
hundreds of thousands of pounds have
been expended in freezing works at Rock-
hampton and Townsville. Queensland has
no 'difficulty in getting its meat shipped
lo foreign markets. We do not hear of
State Steamship Services being estab-
lished in Eastern Australia. Steamers
are chartered for the purpose of tram,-
porting the frozen meat. Many of the
forcign vessels which are now prizes were
utilised in connection with the freezing
industry. How is one steamer, which
could not make more than one or at the
outside two trips in a season, going to
help the export of our harvest of 15 or
16 million bushels? But any argument,

ap])arently, is good enough to defend
nn.c action when one is in the wrongr.

The arguments used by the Government
to-n iglir will not bold water, and will not
carry conviction to one single member of
this Chamber. The member for Irwin
graciously accused me of desiring to get
on the Treasury bench at any cost. Ha
said that in his opinion this matter af-
forded baiter ground than the Nevanas
contract for a want of confidence motion.
'Thle marvellous thing is that after ex-
pressing such an opinion, and after hav-
in voted against the Government on the
other motion, the hion. member announced
his intention of voting with the Govern-
ment on tihe present occasion. That is
consistecy. Ever since I have been leader
of the Opposition I have challenged the
acts of the Government. Some two years
ago I challenged the Government in con-
nection with their illegal acts. This side
endeavonred to amend the Address-in-
reply,. and the amendment was accepted
by the Government as a want of confi-
dence motion. No matter what construc-
tion the member for Irwin may place on
my actions, I shall still con tinuie to follow
consistently the path of what I consider
my duty. I have not the slightest desire
to undertake the responsibility of clear-
ing out the Augean stable which hon.
members opposite have allowed to get
into such a state of tinancial filth. I have
not the slightest wish to undertake the
straightening out of the finances, with a
deficit of 1'A2 millions. Bat I am not
going to shirk my duty; and when I find
the Government, with at best a majority
of only one, perpetrating these acts,
spendling large sums of money on enter-
prises which will of necessity prove a
loss to the State sooner or later, when I
find -Ministers failing to profit by experi-
ence and continuing to perpetrate stupid
blunders, then I intenfd, at any cost and
at any inconvenience to myself, to turn
the Government out of office and take
charge with my friends whenever I can
get a majority to endorse my motion.
The Premier has said that there was not
a single occasion when a special Appro-
priation Bill was brought down for a
public work. His memory must be very
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short, or it would have carried him back

to the time when I was Premier and he
was leader of the Opposition, and when
I brought down a Bill for the construe-
Lion of the Bullfinch railway. The House
passed the measure. There was some op-
position, but a large majority on both
sides were in favour of the construction
of the line. I was asked how I was going
to finance the work. I said I would
charge it up to Loan Suspense Account,
adding that the Loan Estimates would
be down in a few days time, and that I
would provide for the work on those
L~oan Estimates, going on with it in the
meantime. The then Opposition would
not hear of it. They spen t a whole n ight
condemning me, and the present Pre-
mier was especially emphatic on the
point. His criticism on that occasion
was possibly even scathing. He pointed
out that in his opinion I would not be
acting legally in charging the work to
Loan Suspense Account, notwithstanding
that Loan Estimates were then in pre-
paration and were to be submitted to
the Chamber in the course of a few days.
I said, "Very well, I will bring down
an Appropriation Bill to-morrow;"1 and
I did so, and the measure is on the et-
tute-book-"An Act to apply from the
Loan Suspense Account a sum of £40,000
for the construction of the Southern
Cross-Bullfinch Railway.") I brought
that measure down the nest davy, wvith a
special Mlessage from the Governor, and
put the Bill through all its stages. Yet
to-night the Premier says. it would be an
absolute farce to bring down a Bill for
such a purpose, and that there is no oc-
casion whatever to bring down a special
Appropriation Bill when the expendi-
ture is provided on the Loan Estimates.
Of course the procedutre was a farce
under the circumstances 1 hiave men-
tioned; but, still, the then Opposition
were loud in their denunciation of my
original proposal, and to mneet the Op-
pos ition I gracefully gave way and
brought in that Bill. I would lhavs con-
stnicted the railway even without con-
sulting Parliament, but I did not do
as the hon. gentleman is always doing,

keep the matter secret, and it had not
to be dragged out of me as many mat-
ters have had to be dragged out of him.

The Minister for Lands: You let it
slip out at a dinner that you were going
to build this railway.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It was in
my Budget speech.

The Minister for Lands: It slipped
out when the wine was in.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Nothing of
the kind has ever happened with me.
That is another of the Minister for
Lands' delicate insinuations. He is a
past master in the art. If such had been
the ease, I guarantee that the Minister
could never have offered such an excuse
for all the acts that he has been guilty
of in the past four years, and they have
been numerous. He cannot possibly say
that hie has been influenced by aglass
of wine; he has carried out these trans-
actions in secret because he knew that
to inake them public would probably
dan the execution of his -wishes. The
result has been disastrous to the State.
Figures prove it and no amount of soph-
istry on tme part of the Premier or the
Minrister for Works or even the Minis-
ter for Lands himself will convince the
majority of members of this Chamber,
and the majority of electors of the State
that their actions are other than detri-
mental to the best interests of Western
Australia.

Mr. aILCURIST: I only rise to enter
in, protest against a part of the speech
delivered by the Premier in which lie
dealt with the acts, of the last Ministry in
purchasing the Dalkeith and Avondale

-.estates. I contend that the Premier wasted
the lime of this House for the deliberate
purpose-

The CHAIRMA'N: Order! The hion.
member is not in order in stating that the
time of the House has been wasted.

Mr. GILCHRIST: I withdraw that.
and state that the Premier mode these re-
ferences for the puirposes of covering up
his own acts with regard to the purchase
of this steamer. I well remember in the
good old days. when, my father held a
stick over my head, I always told him of
what my brother had done. We on this
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side of the House are not concerned about
the sins of the Wilson Government or of
any other Government. All we want to
have decided is the question whether the
purchase of this particular steamer was
constitulional, and also whether the pur-
chase was justified at thle present time. 1
do not think it was right on the part
of the Premier to wash oilher pcople's
linen that by so doing hie might wash
his own, It is a Peculiar line of argu-
ment which seems to be quite traditional
in this House, that the shortcomings and
mistakes of previous Administrationsa
are a justification for the shortcomings
of the Ministry of the day. I am also
much surprised a st the remarks of the
member for Irwin, for whom. I have
much respect. He said that the Liberal
party last week descended from their
high principles w,%hen they dlid not resl
satisfied with the first vote, but moved a
second amendment with'regard to secret
contracts in general, and he put forward
the suggestion, which I say was quite
unworthy of him, that the amendment
was moved with no other object than to
gain thle Treasury bench. The decision
in the first ease was definite. We knew
it could not possibly he altered, and the
amendment was only moved in order to
follow uip the remark made by the memn-
ber for MAt. Margaret (M1r. Taylor) and
by members on this side of the House-

The CHAIR'MAN: Order ! The bon.
member is not in order in referring to
a previous debate which has already
been determined.

Mr. GILDCHRIST: I am new to the
proceedings of the House and I hope I
will. be forgiven for any lapse in that
direction. The second amendment was
quite justified, because it declared a gen-
eral principle which we had already
spoken against. Thle hon. member thenl
went on to say there was no action of
the Government duriag the past four
years that was so deserving of censure
as the action in purchasing the "Kanga-
roo." Yet be voted in favour of the
second amendment moved by the leader
of the Opposition, an amendment which
he now condemns. He says he is going to

vote against the amendment to strike out
thle item which is now being debated,
and with which lie is in accord, in so far
as it is an emphatic protest, even if it
is not carried, against the action of the
Government in regard to this matter. If
thle amendmient by any means is car-
ried-and we know it will not be earnied
-then of course the amount would he
re-voted when the change of Government
came about. BLut if the amendment is
defeated, we shall have entered an im-
pressive protest against the action of the
Government. If the member for Irwin
is going to be consistent Wvith his action
of last week he mnst; vote for the amend-
ment. Last week there was the instance
wvhere lie received his orders from a
body.

Mr. James Gardiner: He did not re-
ceive his orders from any body. Don't
you Worry, young man.

Mr. GILCHRIST: Yet he voted with
thle Opposition.

Mr. James G-ardiner: Yes, and you
brought your principles_ down to the
lowest form that has ever been done in
the Chamber; the amendment was the
lowest grab I have ever seen.

Mfr. GIMCFIRST: The hon. member
says that hie was not instructed by the
executive and( by his party to vote for
thle mot ion and the amendment and yet he
was found voting with us for the very
aernudment which, he now says, was on
thle lowest principle it was, possible for
a party to get down to.

The CHAIRMANX: The hon. member
is not in order in referring to a debate
which is past. He must confine himself
to the particular item before the Com-
mittee.

Mr. GILCHRIST: We understand that
up to a certain stage the negotiations
with Sir John Riles were simply for the
purpose of replacing the "Western Au-
tralia" for the North-West trade. I
gathered from an interjection by the
Honoraryv Minister that I was elected
last year as a supporter of the State
Steamship Service. That is absolutely
incorrect. When the proposition was
first brought before the North-West
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people I signed the petition, and I would
sign it again to-day. The reasons given
in that petition were that there was a
shipping combine which was raising the
fares inordinately, and raising the prices
of foodstuffs in that town. And for
that reason I signed the petition. But I
do not support the actions the Govern-
ment have taken in instituting a service
to relieve the position in the North-West,
because I have found that the Govern-
ment purchased more steamers than
were necessary, and have used the ser-
vice primarily to cheapen the price of
meat in Perth instead of to help the
small settlers and townspeople of the
North-West.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: You will oppose
them at the next electioi

Mr. GILCHRIST : I will certainly
oppose the methods adopted by the
Ministry, as; I intend to oppose the pur-
chiase of this steamer. The State Steam-
ship Service has in its train a series of
disasters, and it has wrecked the reputa-
tion of more than one.

The Minister for Lands: Tell us one.
Mr. GILCHfRIST : Your own, and

also that of the first manager. The State
Steamship Service had a prominent
place in the Labour policy when Minis-
ters went before the electors,' and
rightly or wrongly it was endorsed by
the people. Therefore, if the purchase
of this steamer was for the replacing of
the vessel that was doing the passen-
ger trade of the "Koombana 4," or other
Adelaide S.5. Company's vessel that
was crowded out by the advent of the
State Steamship Service, I would sup-
port it or even the building of such a
steamer at reasonable cost, and I think
that in such ease the excessing of the Loan
Bill would be justified. However, we
find that both Sir John Biles and Air.
Stevens advised the Government that
this vessel was unsuitable for that pur-
pose. An entirely new undertaking was
then entered upon. The Government
propose to cater for the oversea trade.
The Premier said that if the purchase
had been for the purpose of starting a
new service it would have been a differ-

ent proposition altogether, but as a
matter of fact it was for the purpose of
carrying on an old established service.
But from his further statements, and
the statements of the Minister for Works
and others, we find that it is a new
undertaking, that it is for the purpose
of carrying on oversea trade. The Hon-
orary Minister and the Minister for
Works were hardly in accord with the
Premier in regard to the purpose under-
lying the purchase of this steamer. Ac-
cording to the Premier the purchase was
justified because vessels were not forth-
coming for the Wyndhamn trade, but
according to tile Honorary Minister and
the Minister for Works this steamer is
being purchased in order to fight the
shipping ring.

The Minister for Works: 1 never said
so-

Mr. GILCHRJST: Well, the Honor-
ary Minister said it, and emphasised it.
We have already seen a quixotic crusade
on the part of the Ministers against the
meat combine, a crusade that has been
conducted by selling sausages across
three or four counters. Now we are to
have a similarly quixotic crusade against
this shipping combine, and probably
with equal success. But why is there
this new conversion of the Labur party
to a crusade against the shipping comn-
bindl The present Prime Minister of
Australia is reported to have told a
Sydney audience this-

Prices of half the things we ate,
drank, and wore to-day were regulated
by an arrangement between combines,
trusts, and rings in the country. He
did not condemn that. He had no
criticism for it; it was an inevitable
stage in industrial nd social develop-
velopment of the baby. Rings, trusts,
were as much a consequence of modern
progression as man was really a de-
velopment of the baby. Rings, trusts,
and combines were not all evil, and in
some respects had been instruments of
good.

And then, soon afterwards, the same
hon. gentleman wrote for the Sydney
Daily Telegraph a series of articles en-
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titled "The Case for Labour." In one
of these he said--

It is not only illogical and unfair
to complain about the trust, it is also
very foolish. For the trust is really
a labour saving device and the latest
and most effective. The anti-social-
ists who wish to destroy trusts are
like the old Luddites who wished to
destroy machinery.
Mr. Green:. Did Mr. Hughes stop

at that ?
Mir. GILCHRIST: -No, there is any

amount more.
Mir. Green: See how unfair the

hon. member is!
MU GILCHRIST : Not at all. If

the hon. member likes 1 will give him
the reference and he can turn it up.

Mr. Green: No thank you, I have
read the lot.

Mr. GILCHRTST: Then Senator
Henderson has a very interesting side-
light on this contention of the Honorary
Minister's that the shipping combine
is doing a great deal of harm. to Aus-
tralia by raising freights against the
people. This is what Senator Hender-
son said in the Senate in 1996 (Common-
wealth Mansard, page 627) about the
Coal Vend-

It has materially increased, not
only its selling price, which I candidly
believe it was entitled to do, but also
the wages paid to the men engaged in
producing coal. The cal combine
has been of very great service up
to the present moment-
Mr. B. J. Stubbsa: What book are

you quoting from ?
Mr. GILCLHRIST: WAhat I have here

is a series of extracts from a speech by
WV. E. Johnson, a member of the Federal
Parliament. He quoted Mansard to the
effect I have given, and he gave the
page. You can look it up. Now with
regard to the shipping combine itself.
Here is the Federal Mansard for the
25th September, 1907, in which Senator
Lynch is reported to have said-

I can quite realise that in Australia
there has been such a thing as suicidal
competition among companies engaged
in carrying on industries. No doubt
that competition has been carried on

to the absolute detriment of the
people engaged iu the industry, es-
pecialy to the workers. I can re-
member the competition which pre-
vailed in the maritime carrying trade
15 years ago- The shipping com-
panies were running against each other
in every direction, contending in an
unfair and unwarrantable way for
a small trade. Ultimately they were
forced to reduce wages. Our standing
counsel to them was to wipe out the
suicidal competition. They could not
do that unless they combined. I
can quite understand circumstancers
arising which would warrant the
formation of a combination of mill
owners for the purpose of putting an
end to suicidal competition. That
brings me to the point that if com-
bination among she workers is
necessary and justifiable it is equally
necessary and justifiable so far as
employers are concerned. In season
and out of season it was pointed out
that in the maritime carrying trade
it was owing to the suicidal com-
petition that steamship companies
were unable to pay a decent living
wage. We urged them to combine,
and they were very tardy in taking
our advice. I do not care if certain
persons wonder at my remarks. I
quite see as great a necessity for
combination amongst employers as
amongst employees.

Now, what are we to do with this Labour
party, which is introducing referendum
proposals in order to deal with trusts
and combines, Mr. - Facing Both
WaysI Are they introducing the
State SteamshiprService in order to fight
an iniquitous shipping combine, or
are they purchasing this new steamer
merely in order to add dignity to the
service by reaching its tentacles out
to the far ports of the world ?

Mr. THOMSON : On the 29th
September of this year, speaking in
the House I gave my views in refer-
ence to the provision of loan moneys
to the extent of t426,729 against
expenditure which had been incurred
without the authority of the House.
I said then I was opposed to Parliament
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being flouted. I feel just as strongly
about this item of £145,000 for the
purchase of a steamer being placed
on the Estimates without the House
having been consulted. To be con-
sistent in my actions I am going to vote
against this item.

Air. Bolton: We know that; it is
a party vote.

Mr. THOMSON :It is not.- I resent
that remark. The member for Gerald.
ton declared that the Labour party were
pledged to reform. I have also heard
other Labour members remark that if
the Liberals, when in power, had done
what the present Government have done
it would have been decried from one
end of the country to another, and
I say rightly so.

The Minister for Works: Where did
you hear that ?

Mr. THOMSON: Members on the
Governmnent side have made that re-
mark privately ;I am not at liberty to
mention their names. It has been said
that this House represents the people.
If that is so-and I think we can safely
claim that to a great extent it is-the
people's representatives should have a
say in matters of finance. The Honor-
ary Minister told us why this purchase
was made secretly-he admitted it
was a secret purchase ;the reason was
that another place would not have given
the Government an opportunity to flout
the voice of the people. In times of stress
such as the present, this steamer accord-
ing to the Honorary Minister, was brought
mn the interests of the struggling settler
and pastoralist who have to get their
wheat and wool to market and who are
being strangled by the Baltic Exchange.
I wish to show how absurd that con-
tention is. On the Honorary Minister's
own showing, the holding capacity of the
"Kangaroo " is 6,700 tons. If we

export 14,000,000 bushels of wheat, it
will represent roughly 875,000 tons
dead weight and this steamer, which has
been purchased to get our wheat and
wool to market, would have to make
a trip to the Old country and back in less
than a week because it would take
56 trips to move the wht surplus

alone. This is a herring which Ministers
are drawing across the track.

Mr. Heitmann: Why not a barra-
couta ?

Mr. THOMSON: It is very smelly
at any rate.

The Minister for XWorks : What is
smelly?

Mr. THOMSON: The statement that
this steamer was purchased to initiate
bulk handling of wheat.

Mr. Foley: No one said that.
Mr. THOMSON: The Minister for

Lands, when at Beverley, said the main
object in purchasing this steamer was
to place our produce on the Home
markets so that our tanners would be
able to enter into competition-

The Minister for Lands: I said nothing
of the sort.

Mr. THOMSON: Then the Minister
wabs mis-reported.

The Minister for Lands : I said we
should do it.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister said
that was the main object of the Govern-
ment in purchasing the steamer.

The Minister for Lands: You quote
the report.

Mir. THOMSON: I do not intend
to discuss the merits of the steamer or
whether she should be propelled by
steam or oil. Members however, should
give their reasons for voting on this
matter and my reason for supporting
the amendment is-

Mr. McDowell: Because your party
are.

Mir. THOMSON: No.
Mr. Foley: Are you in the cave ?
Hon. J. Mitchell : The member for

Leonora is in the bag.
Mr. THOMSON: I am voting against

the item on principle. The Premier
makes one feel disgusted at the standard
of politics in this House. He stated
that, when the Liberals were in power,
they purchased estates from their friends
simply because they were Liberals. I
deprecate suggestions of that kind.

The -Minister for Works : That is
only spoils to the victors.

Hon. J. Mitchell :Your policy.
Mr. THOMNSON: Assuming that the

previous Government had been guilty
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of such actions-and I sin pleased for
the credit of politics in this State that
the loader of the Opposition refuted the
Premier's statement in regard to the
Dalkeith Estate-that would be no
excuse [or members of the present
Government doing likewise.

A-r. Bolton: He did rnot refute it.
Hon. J. Mlitchell:; He did, satisfactorily

to every right thinking man.
Mr. THOMSON : We should rise above

such tactics and endeavour to keep
our politics clean.

The Minister for Works: Set an
example.

Mr. THOMSON: I have never cast
any innuendoes in this Hfouse ; most
of thein have come from the Government
side. TFt is regrettable that the Premier
should endeavour to excuse his actions
by the plea-"1 You did it." That is no
justification. To quote the member for
Canning, two wrongs do not make a
right. The member for Irwin said the
amendment discussed the other night
was one of the lowest grabs for office
possible. The leader of the Opposition
was quite justified in tabling the amend-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member was in the Chamber when T
called attention to the fact that members
must not discuss a matter already
debated this session. Standing Order
123 states definitely, and the hon. member
should realise it, that no member shall
allude to any debate of the sarne session.

Mr. THOMSON:. I have to plead the
same ignorance as the member for
Gascoyne.

The CHAIRMAN:r The hon. member
should not be in a position to plead to
the same fault because he was in the
Chamber at the time.

Mr. THOMISO'N: I had no intention
to transgress the rules of the House.
A remark made by the member for
Mount Margaret on page 242 of
Hansard-

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
is not in order in quoting from the
debates of this session.

Mr. THOMSON: I am prepared to
give the Government credit and to vote

for them when their act-ions are in the
right direction.

Mr. Bolton: You have never voted
for us yet.

Mr. THOMSON : I will refer the
horn. member to Hansarct

Mr. Bolton: What, on a party
question?

Mr. THOM3SON : Party is the curse
of politics in Australia to-day. We
have had evidence of that recently,
where members voted contrary to their
inclinations in order to save their party.
The Premier stated that he had himself
protested most emphatically against the
action of the then Liberal Government
in purchasing these various estates
without authority, and T say he was
justified in so protesting. As a
member of the Opposition and of this
Chamber, and representing some 4,000
electors, I have the right to voice my
protest against the action of the Govern-
ment in purchasing a steamer at a time
like this. They can finance a, steamer
because it is their own pet policy and
their own scheme. Yet we find settlers
in various portions of the country, who
have been induced to go out on the
land 30 miles from a railway station,
who have absolutely no hope of farming
successfully and carrying on at a profit.
We have railways authorised, the money
for whtich was passed during last session,
but we find that this money has been
earmarked for other purposes. We have
no money with which to build railways
and yet the Goverrnent can find money
for the purchase of this vessel.

Mr. Green: To carry your wheat.

Mr. THOM.%SO.N: That is just my
argument. I want the wheat that is
grown in my district and in other dis-
tricts of the State carried to the port.

Mr. Green: You want it carrfed
from the port.

Mr. THOMSON: It would take 67
boats of the capacity of the "Hangaroo'"
to remove all the wheat from Western
Australia. The hon. member tells me
that this boat was purchased in order
to carry the wheat f rom the port to
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the world's markets. We want first
of all to get it to the port.

Mr. Green: And to get it away.

M1r. THOMSON: We will get it
away all right.

Mr. Green: You had to go down on
your knees to "Billy" Hughes.

Mr. THOMSON: The hon. member
does not know what he is talking about.
I never went down on my * knees to
"1Billy " Hughes, as he calls him, to
ask him to take wheat away from
Australia.

Mr. Green;- You are depending on
him now.

Mr. THOMSON: Did the farmers
of the State ask how to do this 2 What
are they protesting against now ? They
are protesting because they were never
consulted, and only at the 11th hour
was it decided to accept representation
from the farmers and settlers. The
hon. member wants it to go forth that
the labour Government have come to
the assistance of the farmer. This
wheat question is giving me great
anxiety. What have the Government
done in Western Australia so f ar as
looking after the fanner is concerned ?
I have a letter in my pocket, showing
that a farmer actually bought chaff
at £6 10s. per ton from his neighbour
and made all arrangements for the deal,
having the authority of the Farmers'
Assistance Board. To-day he gets an
account for £10 10s. per ton.

The CHIAIRMAN: The hon. member
must deal with itemn 76. It is useless
for him to get away from the question
in tbis manner. I cainnot allow 1dm
to go on in that vein. Ho is taking
undue advantage of the license whdch
has been given to him,

Mr. THOM1SOLN: I am sorry to
have been drawn off the path by the
member for Kalgoorlie.

The CHAIRMANj\: The hon. member
should not have allowed himself to
have been drawn off the track.

Mr. THOMSON:- I stated on the 29th
September what my intentions were,
and I see no reason to change them.
I am going to vote for the amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes .. . .15

Noes .. . .. 20)

Majority against . 5

Mr. Allen
Mr. CoDnnally
M1r. George
Mr. Orii~ths
Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Lbtroy
M r. Mitchell
Mr. Nairn

M r. Angwlo
Mr. Carpenter
NTr. Chesson
hMr. Collier

M r. Foley
Ifr. Green
Mr. Heitmanna
Mr. Hudson
M r. Johnson
Mr. Mcnowall

Arcs.
Mr. RobinSon
Pitr. SaiLb
Mr. Thomson
Mr. Veryard
Mr. wilimott
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gilibrizit

(Totter).

NoEs.
Mr. Mullany
Mr. O'L.gbien
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. B. T. Stubba
Mr. Taylor
Mr, Thornas
M r. UnderwDod
Mr. Walker
Mr. A.o. Wlso
Mr. A.o.l Wlso

(Te ller),

Amendment thus negatived.
Itemn-State Fish Supply, £000.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: How is this

money to be spent?7 We were told
the other day that the Government
intended to close down the State fish
supply.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
item represents expenditure incurred in
fitting up the " Un," in supplying ice
boxes for storing fish, and in fitting up
another boat-the "'Torrens," I think.
It also includes expenditure in con-
nection with the fishing station at
Shark Bay.

Itemn-Sawmills, £1,509.
Hon. J. MITCHELL:. I thought the

State sawmills were practically closed
down. At atny rate, it is time we stopped
spending on mills that are doing nothing.

The INISTER FOR WORKS: This
is for machinery in connection with
flooring boards.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- Who is going to
sell the boards for you 7

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS; There
is an unlimited demand for flooring
boards.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: For karri
flooring boards?

Th1els3W-KSTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
We have a large quantity of them well
seasoned, and there is a shortage of
flooring boards. These boards will be
powellised, and there will be a good
market for them.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Does karri
make good flooring?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes;
splendid flooring.

Ron. Frank Wilson: No.
Item-State Hotels and Tourists' Re-

sorts, £10,663.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Do the
Government contemplate using loan
moneys for tourists' resorts ? How much
of this item is to be spent on State
hotels?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
item includes Bolgart State hotel erec-
tion and furniture, Corrigin hotel erection
and furniture, a small amount for the
Kwollyin hotel, £400 for the reservoir
at Rottnest, and small amount out-
standing for the Wongan Hills hotel.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: That is £400
for tourists' resorts?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: State
hotels and tourists' resorts are under
the same department, and therefore
appear together.

Hon. X1. MITCHELL: Surely it is
unusual to buy furniture from Loan
funds.

The Premier : In the first instance
the furniture is bought from Loan funds'

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is strange
to 'find £10,000 provided for State hotels
when developmental works are starved.

The Premier : We were pledged to
this expenditure by the licensing boards.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The buildings
might have been postponed. I know
the hotel at Bolgart is going to be a
white elephant.

Vote put and passed.

Resolutions reported and tile report
adopted.

BIJ-SIPPLEMENTARY
£1,300,000.

LOAN,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 19th October.
Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)

[11.2] : I do not intend to keep the
House any time in connection with this
Bill because the passing of the Estimates
practically settles the question of the
Loan Bill authorisat ion. This Bill is
governed by the Loan Estimates which
we havie just passed, hut I do want to
point out that the Government could well
reduce the total pretty' considerably.

The Premier: It is really to cover the
estimated expenditure to March, 1917.

lion. FRANK WILSON: I think the
Premier will want this money to cover
his deficit. He could reduce meanly of
tlhe items if he tried to do so, andi I do
not think he need provide for much be-
yond the end of the financial year, be-
cause we shall have to meet again before
the 30th June to review the situation.
The finances are in such a parlous con-
dition that it will be necessary to consult
Parliament. Therefore, I ni icipate
Parliament will be called together before
the close of the financial year. In the
Schedule I can see items wvbich could well
be reduced to the tune of half a million
of money. I want the Premier to restrain
his propensity for raising money for
public works.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.

Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6-agreed to.
First Schedule:
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not

propose to bother about the items except
that reltiiing to the steamships. The
House has decided that the purchase of
the steamer "Knaro shall be made,
hut there is an item of £200,000 for
steamships and the cost of the "Kan-
garoo" is £140,000. I want an assur-
anee from the Premier that Parliament
will be consulted before he enters into
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a further contract for the purchase of
steamers.

The PREMIER.: This is not an au-
thority to spend;- it is an authority to
raise the money, 'and the actual amnount
we have raised for the purchase of the
'-Kaingaroo" is £175,000, because we have
had to borrow it at 4 per cent. The
£200,000 is an additional amount which
may be required before 'March, 1917. It
may be necessary to make alterations to
the "Kangaroo" to meet the chamnd con-
ditions which we expect may occur, and
also pay the instalment on the new
steamer, but that cannot he done until
we approach Parliament on the l-onn Es-
timates. I shall give an assurance that
if we have to purchase a new steamer we
will come to Parliament with thie Loan
Estimates for the purpose of doing so.
There is no intention of spending this
money. As a mnatter of fact, we cannot
spend it until we introduce the Loan Es-
timates for the purpose.

Mr. Robinson: You will not buy anl-
other steamer without consulting- Parlia-
ment?

The PREMIER: No.
lioni. Frank Wilson;: You will not;

enter into a contract?
The PREM1%IE'R: No.
Honi. FRANL( WILSON: I want that

on record because the Premier's explana-
tion is so contrary to his previous at6-
lide. I want it clearly nnderstood that
lie will not enter into a conti~aet or buy
another steamer until Parliament has had
an opportunity of discussing the matter.

The PREMIER: I will give that un-
dertaking, and I am exceedingly de-
lighted to hear the hon. member ask that
I should do so, h.ecause it is evidence
that hie appreciates the tact that I will
be here until 1017. There is no intention
of purchasing a new steamer without
first consulting Parliament. In fact we
could not get a contract for the building
of a new steamer until 12 months after
the conclusion of the war.

Mr. Robinson: Besides, this ship can
carry all the wheat.

Tue PREMNIER: However that may
be, I will give an undertaking that if and

when it is intended to purchase a new
steamer we will come to Parliament be-
fore proceeding in the matter.

Schedule put and passed.
Second and third schedules-agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
tile Council.

BILL-A PPROPRIA'IlON.
_4111 Stages.

M-essage front the Governor's Deputy
rer-eived and read, recommending- appro-
priation in conniectioni with thie Bill.

fn accordance with tile resolutions
adopted in Committees of Supply and
Wars and Means leave obtained to in-
troduce the Appropriation Bill, which
was rend a first and a second ltme.

In Coin nillec, erceerr,.

Mr. McDowall in the Chair, the Pre-
tille in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-Application of moneys:
11on. FRANK WILSON: Will the

Trreasurer say whether this covers the ex-
cess expenditure of last year9

The PREIMIER: Yes, the Bill appro-
printes excess expienditure to the various
tcms shlown onl the E4-stimates. There is
anl increase in the item Advance to Trea-
surer, because it is estimated that almost
immediately we shall haove to overdraw
t!]e amount provided on the Loan Esti-
mates. It was originally estimated at
£,50,000, but uow I am informed it will
be very much above that if ire are to con-
tinuie to provide stores and other require-
mnents to settlers until they get the re-
turns from thecir crops. In order to con-
form with what we consider to be the
law as advised by thep Auditor General
and Solicitor General, we have also pro-
vided that advances uinder this schedule
mnight he made in) like manner out of the
Government Property Sales Fund, even
if the amtount is only il, instead of mak-
ing- an adjustment betweiss divisions.
Previously. it one was exces-sed and all-
other tnder-drawnt, we could set onle
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against the other, but to get better con-
trol I have instructed that all items of
excess must be approved by the Trea-
surer and charged against the Treasurer's
advance and then submitted to Parlia-
ment in this Bill. The excess items are
on all fours with those on the Revenue
and Loan Estimates which have beeni dis-
cussed.

Clause put and passed.
Schedule A, B, C, D, and Er-agreed

to.

Schedule F:

Air. GEORGE; The Premier is asking
for contingencies £30,000 more for the
State Implement Works and £110,000
more for the State Sawmills.

The Premier: That was overdrawn last
year.

Mr. GEORGE: it would he more satis-
factory if we had the balance sheet. We
have to pass thiis money, but it is neither
satisfactory nor businesslike to have to
Pass such excesses with no particulars
before us.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have been trying for six weeks to get the
balance sheet for the State Sawmills and
I hope to be in possession of it to-
morrow.

Mr. GEORGE:' The trouble is we are
asked to vote £110,000 without having the
balance sheet.

The Minister for Works: You voted
that on the Estimates.

Mr. GEORGE: If the Minister hbas
been trying to get the balance sheet for
six weeks, how can these enterprises be
considered to be in a satisfactory condi-
tion?

Schedule put and passed-
Schedule G. Preamble, Title-agieed

to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

ASSENT TO BILL.

.1essage from 'the Governor's Deputy
received and read notifying assent to the,
Industries Assistance Act Amendment
Bill.

QUESTION-COMMONWEALTH
CONSTITUTION REFERENDUMS.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (without no-
lice) asked the Premier: What are the
intentions of the Government with regard
to the referendum Jproposals; is it in-
tened to introduce a Bill before thle close
of this session?

The PREMIER: So far we have re-
ceived only telegraphic communication
from Melbourne and I cannot be Jex-
pected to introduce a Bill on all fours
wvith the measures in other States until
they send me a draft of the measure. I
am waiting for the draft, but I do not
propose to hold up Parliament pending
the receipt of the draft.

M~r. George: What is going to hap-
pen then?

The PREMIER: The Minister for
Lands now informs; me that the draft is
here. I suggest that the matter be
allowed to stand over until to-morrow,
when I shall make an announcement on
thle qjuestion.

House adjourned at 11.29 p.
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